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This Service Learning Teacher Guidebook has been designed for you to use with high 
school students from grade levels 9 through 12, who are required to participate in service 
learning projects as mandated by Public Law 30-53.  Acknowledgement is extended to the 
San Diego Unified School District and its teachers who have worked with successful service 
learning programs at all levels and have granted the Department of Education permission to 
use its handbooks, inclusive of its black-line masters of forms and activities to be used with 
secondary school students.  It is recommended that teachers review the entire handbook to 
decide what is relevant to meeting students‟ needs with respect to the particular classroom 
curriculum. 
 
Service learning will enable you to: 

 

1) enrich students„ academic and cognitive development; 
2) teach students valuable skills including helping others, working as a team 

and being responsible; 
3) create literacy portfolio exhibitions; 
4) develop an awareness of civic responsibility in students; 
5) utilize effective project management tools for monitoring project 

and student progress; and 
6) develop awareness in students of the Gov-Guam, private, and non-profit 

sectors within the Guam community. 
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OVERVIEW OF SERVICE LEARNING 
 
 

 
What is service learning? 

 

Service learning (SL) is defined as a teaching and learning approach that integrates 
service to the community with academic study to enrich learning, teach civic 
responsibility, and strengthen communities (National Commission on Service Learning, 
2001). As well, SL is a teaching strategy that integrates service in the community with 
classroom curriculum.  This approach to teaching helps students see communities as 
places of learning. Reflection is a required component of the service experience.  
Students learn beyond the classroom and grow through active participation in 
thoughtfully organized activities and experiences that: 

 

• meet real community needs, including the needs of the school; 

• develop academic, leadership and employment skills for students; 

• are integrated/infused into the total curriculum; 

• are not isolated service activities; but rather, provide structured time for a person to 
reflect upon the actual service activity; 

• foster the development of lifelong commitment to service for the community and 
the ability to work effectively as a team member; and 

• are based on the PARC (Preparation, Action, Reflection, Celebration) model. 

 

Who may participate in service learning? 
 

High school students in all classes, grade nine through grade 12, are required to 
participate. In the case of students with special needs, the service learning project 
should be chosen carefully, keeping students„ abilities and IEP in mind. 

 

Where and how will service learning fit in the classroom curriculum? 
 

Service learning is integrated in the academic curriculum.  If students choose a project 
related to a topic in social studies, the project should be given instructional time allotted to 
the humanities. If the project is science-oriented, service learning should involve 
instructional time for science.  Should a project overlap the two subjects, time might be 
apportioned between them.  At the secondary level, service learning lends itself to an 
interdisciplinary team approach. 

 

What types of projects might a class consider? 
 

Students may select a project that entails: 

• direct service (e.g., tutoring, picking up litter); 

• indirect service (e.g., helping with mailings, collecting clothing); or 

• advocacy (e.g., writing letters to businesses or their local senators in which they 
support or oppose a given issue). 
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In general, high school classes may adopt curriculum-specific projects that involve working 
on or near the school campus, or they may choose projects that permit individual 
placement, whereby students volunteer throughout the community according to their 
personal interests and goals. 
 

What do students gain from service learning? 

Effective service learning fosters the development of life-long commitment to community 
service, exemplifies the role of the citizen in a democratic society, and teaches students 
how to work effectively as members of a team.  Most importantly, service learning allows 
students the opportunity to be perceived as part of the solution within their communities, 
not part of the problem. 

 
Through service learning students can: 

• improve academic and cognitive development; 

• improve their self-image, build confidence and competency, and improve overall 
personal development; 

• develop social and interpersonal skills; 

• take responsibility for their own learning; and 

• build a system of values. 
 

 
Must all students in a class participate? 

 

YES. Because service learning is mandated by Guam Public Law 30-53, which states 
that each student shall complete 75 hours of service learning as a requirement for 

public high school graduation. This mandate shall be implemented beginning with 9th 

grade students for class in the 2011-2012 school year.   
 

How do the school and community benefit from service learning? 
 

Recipients of service learning are able to address unmet needs through the valuable 
services students provide.  At the school level, effective service learning enhances the 
campus climate and culture, enriches the curriculum, improves performance-based 
evaluation and provides needed volunteers on campus and in the community. 

 

 

How does service learning differ from volunteer projects a student might 
undertake outside of school? 

 
The student engaged in service learning does not participate in isolated service activities. 
The service activity is linked to classroom curriculum and students are given structured 
time in which to reflect upon and, consequently, maximize the instructional potential of 
the actual service activity. 
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On May, 2011, the Guam Education Policy Board and the Superintendent of 
the Department of Education (DOE) was tasked to create the Service Learning 
framework in accordance with Public Law P.L. 30-53, which states that each 
student shall complete 75 hours of service learning as a requirement for high 

school.  This mandate shall be implemented beginning with the 9thgrade class 
in the 2011-2012 school year. 

 
Guam‟s Board of Education desires that all students develop a strong sense of 
personal and social responsibility. We understand development of this virtue can 
occur by infusing service learning instructional formats as an integral component of 
curriculum. Research shows that infusion of these integrated teaching strategies 
improves critical thinking, communication, and planning skills, while enhancing the 
targeted curricular framework.  The DOE desires that service learning methodology 
be linked and coordinated with the instructional program.  The PARC model, which 
emphasizes Preparation, Action, Reflection, and Celebration, is supported by the 
DOE. 

 
DOE recognizes that service learning can help students develop skills, career 
awareness, and self-esteem.  Service experiences can also motivate students by 
allowing them to apply their skills and knowledge to local needs and problems and 
showing them that they can make a contribution to their community, by being part of 
the solution. 

 
DOE supports the integration of service learning activities with the curriculum to 
enhance the relevance of their instruction and meet standards in all subject areas. 
These activities provide exhibits that can be used as portfolio entries on which to base 
the senior exhibitions. We encourage staff to collaborate with local public and 
nonprofit agencies in order to develop service learning activities that meet educational 
objectives and also support current community efforts to meet health, educational, 
environmental, or public safety needs.  This meets the DOE„s goals of helping to 
develop youth as contributing citizens and allows the opportunity for youth to be seen 
as resources in the community. 
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SERVICE LEARNING ROLES OF 

ADMINISTRATORS, TEACHERS, AND 

STUDENTS 
 
 
 
 

School-based service learning has the dual objectives of involving students in performing 
service and ensuring they learn from the experience of serving.  The PARC model for 
designing and implementing a service learning project incorporates Preparation, Action, 
Reflection and Celebration to provide an effective means of meeting these objectives.  It is 
essential that each group understands this role and to collaborate to support the structure 
called out with the PARC model. 

 
 

Administrative Responsibility 

The principal should be knowledgeable about the administrative aspects of all areas of 
service learning to ensure the implementation of the Public Law. 

 

Teacher Facilitation 

The primary role of the service learning teacher is to facilitate.  Facilitating does not mean 
allowing students to have free choices without guidelines, nor does it mean applying undue 
influence so students have no real responsibility.  Successful service learning projects not 
only have clear guidelines and objectives, but also balanced responsibilities. 

 

 

Student Voice 

The most effective service learning projects involve students as resources, with a voice in 
every aspect of the project.  Students should be guided to undertake as much of the planning 
and implementation of the project as possible.  Student input will vary, depending on each 
one„s grade level, experience with decision making, and familiarity with the proposed 
projects. One way to guide students in their decision about which project they will 
undertake is to have student groups evaluate different project ideas. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“One person can make a difference…You don’t have to be a big shot. 
You don’t have to have a lot of influence.  You just have to have 

faith in your power to change things.” 
--Norman Vincent Peale 



5 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preparation 

What is The PARC Model? 
It is a structured approach to introducing and integrating 

service learning within the various curriculum areas. 

 

1.  Teacher makes preliminary plans to integrate service learning into the curriculum 
(i.e., conceptualizing how science concepts can be tied into ecology drives or 
campus beautification projects, or how math/English students can use their skills 
to cross-age tutor other students, etc.). 

2.  Teacher works with students to identify and analyze related community issues, 
focusing on problems and possible solutions. 

3.  Teacher and students explore feasibility of service options and select a project. 

4.  Teacher and students finalize plans to begin service learning. 
 

 

 
 

Action 
 

1.  Teacher and students take the necessary steps to implement service learning. 
2.  Teacher facilitates students„ participation, using on-going evaluation, and makes 

any changes deemed necessary. 
 

 

Reflection 
 

1.  Teacher provides opportunities for individual and group reflection activities 
throughout the process.  (Unanticipated and challenging occurrences should be 
viewed as an opportunity for reflection.) 

2.  Teacher and/or students incorporate student reflection in the class„ evaluation of 
the success of the completed project, in essays, in portfolios, and in senior 
exhibitions. 

3.  Teacher integrates students„ reflections, together with other modifications, in 
planning for future projects. 

 

 

 
 

Celebration 
 

1.  At the project„s end, teacher and students decide how to celebrate the group„s 
accomplishments, whom to invite (e.g., parents, media, recipient of the service), 
how to publicize the project and event, and how to share evaluation findings. 

2.  Students complete tasks involving the celebration and recognition of those 
involved in the project. 

3.  Everyone celebrates. 
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PREPARATION 
 

 
 
 

OBJECTIVE: The preparation stage of the PARC model allows teachers the opportunity to 
explore the idea of service learning as a teaching strategy and work with students to set a 
context for providing service in their communities. This section provides resources and 
activities for integrating service into the curriculum, identifying community issues, exploring 
possible service projects and making final arrangements for the service project. 

 
 

PURPOSE: To introduce the concept of service, to teach leadership, interpersonal and 
communication skills and to provide tools for teachers to utilize when they are considering 
implementing a service learning project in their classroom. 

 
 

RESOURCES: 

• Teacher Planning Worksheet 
 

• Project Ideas: Grades 9 –12 
 

• Interdisciplinary Connections to Student Service Learning 
 

• Survey to Identify Community Problems 
 

• A Service Learning Agency Handbook 
 

• A Service Learning Student Handbook 
 

• Service Learning Pre-Quiz for Secondary Students 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“To achieve greatness, start where you are, use 
what you have, do what you can.” 

--Arthur Ashe 
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PREPARATION ACTIVITIES 
 

 
 
 

Before using service learning as a strategy in your classroom, review the following: 
 
 

Integrating Service into the Curriculum 
What are my students learning in the classroom that 

could be enhanced by a service experience? 
 

  Teacher Planning Worksheet (page 9) 

• This worksheet will help guide you through the different steps involved in 

implementing an effective service learning project. 
 

  Project Ideas and Interdisciplinary Connections (pages 11-26) 

• These resources provide project ideas integrated with different curriculum areas. 

This is a great place to start when deciding how to integrate learning goals with 
service projects. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Identify and Analyze Community Needs 
What does the community need and how can students help? 

 

  Know Your Community Activity - Survey to Identify Community Problems (page 27) 

•  Teachers see the importance of youth participating in a meaningful experience 
while addressing real community needs.  It is suggested that before deciding on 
the service project, students should conduct a community assessment to identify 
what strengths lay in the community and what some of the needs are. 

 
 
 

Explore Feasibility and Select Service Project 
How do I find partners and projects? 

 

  A Service Learning Agency Handbook 

• This separate handbook provides resourceful information on working with 

agencies.  It includes surveys, volunteer project descriptions and evaluation 
materials. 
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Making Arrangements to Implement Service Learning 
I„m ready to go, is everyone else? 

 
 

 A Service Learning Student Handbook 

• This handbook provides resourceful information that will assist students when 

working with agencies.  It includes surveys, student volunteer application, 
student/volunteer agency agreement, volunteer project descriptions and evaluation 
materials.   

 

 
  Service Learning Pre-Quiz for Secondary School Students (page 29) 

• This quiz measures students„ knowledge and attitudes about service before 
discussion and activity begins.  Student completes the pre-quiz and returns it to the 
teacher. 
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TEACHER PLANNING WORKSHEET FOR SERVICE LEARNING 
PARC MODEL 

 
 

YOUTH INVOLVEMENT 
 

Grade(s) of youth involved:   How many students will be involved?    

How do you plan to include student input? 

 

What decisions will the youth make? 
 

 

I. PREPARATION 
 

1.   PLANNING FOR INTEGRATING SERVICE INTO CURRICULUM 

Preliminary Consideration for Selecting a Unit of Study 

What are the key learning objectives for the project? School Objectives? 

 
What are the key service objectives for the project? What standards are addressed? 

 
Will there be products produced that will meet portfolio/exhibitions requirements? Yes No 

 
Preliminary Consideration for Selecting a Service Project 

 

What kind of service project is planned? 
 

Direct service (work directly with people) Indirect service (Provide organization support) 
 

Advocacy (civic action) 
 

Is this project part of an existing project, or is it new? Existing New 

 
Will students work individually?  In small groups?  In large groups? 

 
Where will the service take place? On-campus Off-campus 

 
If off-campus, where?    

 

What is the duration of this project? One-time Short-term On-going 
 

2.   IDENTIFYING/ANALYZING COMMUNITY ISSUES  

Will students do an activity to define the community? Yes No 

Community Mapping Community Assessment Survey Brainstorm Activity  
 

Does this project have the support of the community/school? Yes No 

 
What community organization(s)/school(s) will you be working with?    

 

Who are the contact people?    
 

Do parents support this project? Yes No 

 
How can parents/business/community partners or agencies be involved in this project? 

 
Do you have other support and involvement? Yes No 

 
Do you anticipate any opposition to this project? Yes No 

If so, how will you respond to it? 



10 

 

 

 

3.   EXPLORING FEASIBILITY AND SELECTION OF SERVICE PROJECT 

 
Will supervision be needed? Yes No 

 
Who will supervise? School Agency 

 
Do transportation arrangements need to be made? Yes No 

What type of transportation?    
 

Who are some people that can be valuable resources in this project? 
 
 

 
Are you planning to have guest speakers from agencies/organizations? Yes No 

 
What funding is available for this project? What other resources are available (in-kind donations, etc.)? 

 
4.   MAKING FINAL ARRANGEMENTS 

 
TASKS MATERIALS NEEDED PERSON TIMELINE BUDGET 

     

     

     

     

 

II. ACTION 
 

How many hours will students participate in their service project?    
 

Will students need to keep track of their service hours? Yes No 

 
What will the students do?    

 

Will students use computers/Internet to do research? Yes No 

 

III. REFLECTION 
 

What kinds of reflection will be part of the project? Individual Group 

 
Will pre/post tests be administered to students? Yes No 

 

IV. CELEBRATION 
 

How will you celebrate the accomplishments of your group?    

Who will you invite?    
 

How can the project be publicized?  

PowerSchool Bulletin       PTC Meetings/Conferences/Trainings 

Local Newspaper TV Radio 
 

Who will write the article, contact media, make appointments for student interviews? 

 
What information do you need to gather before or during the projects to assist with your evaluation? 
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PROJECT IDEAS: GRADES 9-12 
 
 

 

Science 
 
1.  Research the effects of smoking and circulate findings at school. 

Applied Learning: Uses information technology to assist in gathering, organizing, and 
presenting information for specific purposes. 

Possible Outcomes: Increased knowledge of smoking health risks, civic responsibility, 
group work skills. 

 
2.  School improvement outside of the classroom environment . 

Applied Learning: Takes responsibility for a component of a team project. (Tools and 

Techniques for Working with Others) 

Possible Outcomes: Knowledge of local flora and fauna, social comfort, social 
responsibility. 

 

 

Computers/Technology 
 

 

1.  Tutor younger students or senior citizens in how to use the computer. 

Applied Learning: Coaches or tutors.  (Tools and Techniques for Working with 

Others) 

Possible Outcomes: Social comfort, improved self-image/confidence. 

 
2.  Create an Internet folder on drug use/abuse/treatment; update monthly. 

Applied Learning: Uses information technology to assist in gathering, organizing, and 
presenting information for specific purposes.  (Information Tools 
and Techniques) 

Possible Outcomes: Increased knowledge about drug use/abuse/treatment, computer 
skills, social responsibility. 

 
 
 

Art 
 
 

1.  Solicit donations of art supplies; visit a battered women„s shelter to help resident children 
make artwork. 

Applied Learning: Conducts formal written correspondence with an 
organization beyond the school. 

Possible Outcomes: Knowledge of solicitation methods, social comfort, improved self- 
image, social responsibility. 
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2.  Paint colorful images on campus garbage cans; create a poster campaign to keep campus 
clean. 

Applied Learning: Takes responsibility for a component of a team project. (Tools and 
Techniques for Working with Others) 

Possible Outcomes: Improved self-image, social responsibility, team responsibility, 
group work skills. 

 
 
 

Music 
 

 
1.  Give quarterly recitals of music from different cultures, with open attendance for the 

community. 

Applied Learning: Plans and organizes an event or activity.  (Problem Solving) 
 

Possible Outcomes: Knowledge of ethnic music, social comfort, increased self-image, 
group work skills. 

 
2.  Learn the national songs of immigrant students. 

Applied Learning: Sets goals for learning and reviews his/her progress.  (Learning 
and Self-Management Tools) 

 

Possible Outcomes: Social sensitivity, ability to set goals, communication skills. 
 
 

 

Language 
 
 

1.  Create Big Book of children„s stories and read them to students at the nearest 
elementary school. 

Applied Learning: Designs a product, service, or system to meet an identified need. 
(Problem Solving) 

Possible Outcomes: Improved reading/writing skills, 
social responsibility. 

 
2.  Read aloud to blind people. 

Applied Learning: Designs a product, service, or system to meet an identified need. 
(Problem Solving) 

Possible Outcomes: Improved reading skills, social sensitivity, social responsibility, 
social comfort. 
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Social Studies 
 

 

1.  Select an issue and present it with your solutions to the local policy makers or 
other governing boards. 

 
Applied Learning: Takes responsibility for a component 

of a team project. (Tools and Techniques 
for Working with Others) 

 
Possible Outcomes: Civic responsibility, team responsibility, group work skills. 

 
2.  Make collage out of newspaper articles about drug abuse; post in school hall. 

Applied Learning: Writes and formats information for short publications, such as 
brochures or posters. (Communication Tools and Techniques) 

Possible Outcomes: Improved critical thinking skills, social responsibility, group work 
skills. 

 
 
 
 

Mathematics 
 

 

1.  Collect crime prevention data online and from community organizations; create an 

informational flyer for the school. 

Applied Learning: Uses information technology to assist in gathering, organizing, and 
presenting information for specific purposes.  (Information Tools 
and Technology) 

Possible Outcomes: Improved mathematical skills (calculation); civic responsibility, 
improved critical thinking skills. 

 

 
 

2.  Calculate the literacy rate for the Guam and neighboring islands; write to government to 
urge remedial action in this area. 

Applied Learning: Conducts formal written correspondence with 
an organization beyond the school.  (Communication Tools and 
Techniques) 

 

Possible Outcomes: Civic responsibility, social responsibility, critical thinking. 
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PROJECT IDEAS: GRADES 9 - 12 
 
 
 

Science 
 
1.  Research rainforests; write to the government urging preservation efforts. 

Applied Learning: Prepares a formal written report with an organization beyond the 
school.  (Communication Tools and Techniques) 

Possible Outcomes: Increased knowledge of rainforest flora and fauna; civic 
responsibility, improved confidence. 

 
3.  Produce a video on the effects of alcohol/smoking/drugs on fetal development. 

Applied Learning: Develops a multimedia presentation, combining 
text, images, and/or sound. (Communication Tools and 
Techniques) 

Possible Outcomes: Knowledge of multimedia production, scientific knowledge, social 
sensitivity, group work skills. 

 

 
 

Computers/Technology 
 
 

1.  Use desktop publishing to create a newsletter or a web site for a community agency. 

Applied Learning: Uses word-processing software to produce a multi-page 
document.  (Information Tools and Techniques) 

Possible Outcomes: Social comfort, improved self-image/confidence. 
 
2.  Create a documentary on the dangers and effects of drug abuse. 

Applied Learning: Develops a multimedia presentation, combining text, images, 
and/or sound.  (Communication Tools and Techniques) 

Possible Outcomes: Knowledge of multimedia production, scientific knowledge, social 
responsibility, group work skills. 

 

 
 

Art 
 

 
1.  Organize monthly birthday parties for children in local shelters for the homeless. 

 
Applied Learning: Plans and organizes an event or activity from conception to 

completion, making good use of resources.  (Problem Solving) 

Possible Outcomes: Knowledge of crafts/decorations; social comfort, group work skills, 
improved critical thinking skills. 
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2.  Perform a campus beautification project.  Scrub and paint the school. 
Make posters about taking pride in the school. 

Applied Learning: Plans and organizes an event or activity from 
conception to completion, making good use 
of resources.  (Problem Solving) 

Possible Outcomes: Group work skills, team responsibility, social responsibility. 
 
 

 

Music 
 

 

1.  Make DVD‟s of popular music from the different cultures; plan a party for a senior 

citizens home and distribute the tapes to the residents. 

Applied Learning: Plans and organizes an event or activity from conception to 
completion, making good use of resources.  (Problem Solving) 

Possible Outcomes: Critical thinking skills, group work skills, team responsibility. 

 
2.  Write songs about social issues; perform for the school and community. 

Applied Learning: Plans and organizes an event or activity from conception to 
completion, making good use of resources.  (Problem Solving) 

 

Possible Outcomes: Knowledge of reading/writing music, social comfort, social 
sensitivity. 

 
 

 

Language 
 
 

1.  Adopt a senior citizen and write his/her biography. 

Applied Learning: Reviews progress in completing work activities and adjusts 
priorities as needed to meet deadlines.  (Learning and Self- 
Management Tools and Techniques) 

 
Possible Outcomes: Improved self-image, improved writing skills, social comfort, social 

responsibility. 

 
2.  Correspond with patients in drug rehabilitation centers and send special cards to celebrate 

sobriety birthdays. 

Applied Learning: Composes and sends correspondence.  (Communication Tools 
and Techniques) 

Possible Outcomes: Improved writing skills, knowledge of drug rehabilitation, improved 
critical thinking skills, social sensitivity. 
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Social 
 
 
 

1.  Organize and present a cultural fair. 

Applied Learning: Plans and organizes an event or activity from conception to 
completion, making good use of resources.  (Problem Solving) 

Possible Outcomes: Improved critical thinking skills, team responsibility, group work 
skills, social sensitivity. 

 
2.  Collect and send school supplies to children at shelters. 

Applied Learning: Plans and organizes an event or activity from 

conception to completion, making good use 
of resources.  (Problem Solving) 

 

Possible Outcomes: Improved critical thinking skills, team responsibility, 
group work skills, social sensitivity. 

 
 
 
 

 

Mathematics 
 
 
 

1.  Meet with principal and city officials to determine the cost of removing graffiti; conduct a 
poster campaign to advertise findings. 

Applied Learning: Participates in the establishment and operation of self-directed 
work teams.  (Tools and Techniques for Working with Others) 

Possible Outcomes: Civic responsibility, social comfort, team 
responsibility, improved critical thinking skills. 

 
2.  Research the relationship between convict recidivism and level of education; lobby for 

educational programs in prisons. 
 

Applied Learning: Prepares a formal written report with an organization beyond the 
school.  (Communication Tools and Techniques) 

Possible Outcomes: Civic responsibility, social responsibility, improved critical thinking 
skills. 



 

 

 

KEY: P    =  Preparation 
IA    =  Indirect Action 

DA    =  Direct Action 
AA    =  Advocacy 

(Action) R    =  Reflection 

 
 
 
 

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS TO STUDENT SERVICE-LEARNING 
 

English Language Arts 
P     –    Research child centered 

environmental books and discuss. 
IA –    Plant trees and flowers for school 

based on literature/fantasy gardens. 
DA      –   Read/dramatize environmental 

stories to young children (i.e., The 
Lorax). 

AA -     Produce environmental issue 
of school newspaper to 
document research done in all 
disciplines. 

R     -    Write poems in support of 
the environment. 

Health/Physical Education 
P     –   Study effect of pollution 

on lungs/disease. 
IA –   Hold a walk-a-thon on behalf of 

an environmental organization. 
DA      –   Sponsor and teach an 

environmentally friendly hiking/camp 
session at a local elementary 
school. 

AA     -    Create a video advocating 
healthy ways to stop 
pollution/smoking. 

R     -    Discuss lifestyle vs. pollution: 
city, rural, suburb and impact on 
individuals 

Math 
P     -    Research environmental facts 

and figures.  Discuss. 
IA –    Collect recyclables around 

school and graph the amount 
collected. 

DA   –   Sponsor  and  host  a 
community recycling program 
(or work at a recycling center). 

AA     -    Do morning announcements 
using environmental facts 
discovered. 

R     -    Compute impact if all county 
schools recycled. 

Art 
P     -    Read about effect of air pollution 

on artwork/need for filters in 
photography because of pollution. 

IA –    Clean statues/outdoor artwork in 
parks, etc. Sell art and donate the 
money to environmental agency. 
Create a design for the recycled 
paper pads. 

DA    –   Plant artistic gardens for local park. 
AA    -    Display photos of effect of air 

pollution on art work. 

R    -   Display photo exhibit of IA 
           projects. 

Business Education 
P     -    Examine problems of waste in 

the workplace and efforts towards 
control. 

IA –    Sell recycled paper pads and 
donate money to environmental 
group. 

DA      –   Teach residents to make 
recycled paper for use at shelter, 
nursing home, etc. 

AA     -    Make posters to encourage 
waste reduction in office. Post. 

R     -    Display types of papers made 
and how they help the 
environment. 

 
 

Family Studies 
P     –    Discuss effect of lead paint and 

environmental pollution on children. 
IA –    Create and provide 

environmentally safe cleaning 
products to a shelter. 

DA      –   Collect and refurbish children’s 
toys and donate to shelter. Play 
with children when delivering toys. 

AA     -    Create educational pamphlet on 
environmental hazards around the 
home and distribute. 

R     -    Discuss how we can teach 
children to be environmentally 
conscious. 

 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT 

Foreign Language 
P     -    Compare packaging in America 

to country of language being 
studied. 

IA –    Write environmentally friendly 
poetry in language being studied 
and 
share. 

DA      –   Teach others environmental 
laws and how to recycle. 

AA     -    Display universal symbols used 
in the environment to show global 
concern for environment. 

R     -    Reflect on the environmental 
health of other countries. 

 

Science 
P     –    Discuss how biotechnology is 

used to clean the environment. 
IA –    Donate recycling bins to a school 

or other organization. 
DA      –   Plant a garden at a local park 

using compost/environmentally 
friendly products with residents at a 
nursing home or shelter. 

AA     -    Teach young children 
information researched in 
preparation activity. 

R     -    Display pictures of project on 
bulletin boards at nursing 
home/shelters. 

Music 
P     –    Research music related to 

environmental issues: play and 
discuss. (Native American songs are 
excellent sources.) 

IA –    Collect old tapes and records 
from people and donate to a 
shelter. 

DA      –   Teach environmentally 
friendly songs to young 
children. 

AA     -    Write songs in support of the 
earth and our environment. 

R     -    Reflect on how Native American 
music evokes images and feelings. 

Technology Education 
P     –    Discuss limits of earth’s resources 

and the technology used to recycle. 
IA –    Print pads from recycled paper 

and give to shelters, etc. 
DA      –   Recycle tools and household 

items by cleaning up, fixing and 
giving to shelter. Teach residents 
how to use. 

AA     -    Lobby local government to 
increase recycling efforts, etc. 

R     -    Brainstorm new ways to 
solve environmental 
problems. 

Social Studies 
P     –    Discuss how Chernobyl, Exxon 

Valdez, Love Canal, etc.  happened 
and the impact of each. 

IA –    Create a timeline of 
environmental laws and display in 
the school. 

DA      –   Conduct an environmental project 
with young children in an elementary 
school. 

AA     -    Write letters in support of 
current environmental legislation. 

R     -    Share responses from legislators. 

 

CELEBRATION 
Host an environmentally friendly 
picnic to celebrate the different 
projects. 
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KEY: P    =  Preparation 
IA    =  Indirect Action 

DA    =  Direct Action 
AA    =  Advocacy 

(Action) R    =  Reflection 

 
 
 

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS TO STUDENT SERVICE-LEARNING 
 

English Language Arts 
P     –    Diagram groups we are biased 

against to tie into all other areas. 
Read and analyze a story related to 
bias. 

IA –    Do theater improvisations, 
create skits and perform at 
cultural fair. 

DA      –   Conduct workshop on 
inclusive language in writing. 

AA     -    Run Tolerance Contract project 
where all students sign promises 
they can agree on using linked 
hands as symbol. 

R     -    Debate: is bias good? Bad? Right? 

Wrong? Normal? Abnormal? 

 

 
Health/Physical Education 

P     –    Debate: “Should we reveal who 
has AIDS?”  View and discuss the 
movie,  Ryan White. Examine 
personal beliefs. 

IA –    Organize a walk-a-thon for a 
health issue. 

DA      –   Work with local sports 
                organizations 
AA     -    Prepare and distribute flyers to 

raise consciousness about bias in 
sports. 

R     -    Write essay on how views have 
changed since beginning of project. 

 
 

Math 
P     -    Complete a statistical analysis 

of attitudes before and after 
experiences in all subject areas. 

IA –    Help organize/manage 
financial aspects of walk-a-thon 
project. 

DA      –   Volunteer at a hotline for victims 
of hate/bias. 

AA     -    Advocate as to how to involve 
more females in more math 
courses. 

R     -    Identify non-traditional math 
contributors and make connections 
to the topic. Create bulletin board. 

 

 
Art 

P     -    Trace bias in art as seen in 
political cartoons, advertising, etc. 

IA –    Have students create bulletin 
board entitled: “Good Things About 
Us! Diversity in our school.” 

DA      –   Do art projects with senior 
citizens, disabled, homeless, etc. 

AA     -    Hold a cross-cultural art fair 
or cultural bazaar of art work. 

R     - Create political cartoons that detail 
biases held today.   Post on 
bulletin boardwith 
comments/analysis. 

 
Business Education 

P     -    Research problems of 
minorities, handicapped and 
women in the work place. 

IA –    Run business end of the walk-a- 
thon; send letters to businesses for 
contributions, solicit ads, create 
computer programs, etc. 

DA      –   Visit homeless shelter to 
help residents write resumes. 

AA     -    Hold a workshop/inservice on 
sexual harassment for the school. 

R     -    Evaluate a workshop/inservice by 
surveying participants before/after. 

 

Family Studies 
P     –    Discuss the impact of bias on the 

family unit. List family lifestyles. 
Have groups write commonly heard 
phrases, nicknames and 
perceptions about each. Analyze 
for bias. 

IA –    Develop/sell intercultural 
cookbook to raise money for 
charity. 

DA      –   Develop a partnership with 
Head Start or children in 
homeless shelter. 

AA     -    Plan international food fair. 
R     -    Research how families 

teach t l      d bi 

 
 
 
 

BIAS 

Foreign Language 
P     -    Read/discuss bias against various 

accents and how ethnic groups are 
perceived through speech. 

IA –    Prepare pamphlet/video in other 

languages for emergency situations 
(i.e., typhoons, etc.). 

DA      –   Help at homeless shelter/day 
care for those who don’t speak 
English. 

AA     -    Celebrate diversity of 
languages during Foreign 
Language week. 

R     -    Have speaker from immigration 
discuss problems of immigrants. 

 

 
Science 

P     –    Research genetic differences and 
evolution of humans. Discuss lack 
of variety in human race versus 
wide diversity in other animal 
species. 

IA –    Raise money for charity related 
to genetic disease research. 

DA      –   Tutor children at shelters. Do 
science experiments with them. 

AA     -    Publish project information 
researched in school newspaper. 

R     -    Discuss science’s contribution to 
end bias against those with genetic 

 

Music 
P     –    Focus on issues of bias in 

evolution of music. Discuss how it 
has sustained disenfranchised 
people over the ages. 

IA –    Tape/sell song and send 
proceeds to charity dealing with 
ending bias. 

DA      –   Teach children cultural songs 
at local elementary schools. 

AA     -    Perform music of cultures at 
a cultural fair. 

R     -    Listen to ethnic musical styles and 
discuss/write their response to each. 

 

Technology Education 
P     –    Examine technology and 

toys available for the 
disabled. 

IA –    Help design/build handicapped 
access to local parks, buildings, etc. 

DA      –   Help build playground/shelter 
renovations for homeless children. 

AA     -    Develop educational game 
for computer dealing with 
bias. Distribute. 

R     -    Critique attitude changes 
after developing computer 
game. 

 

Social Studies 
P     –    Analyze list of racial/ethnic groups 

as found on application forms/polls, 
etc. Discuss how and why we 
categorize people. 

IA –    Plan/hold a cultural fair 
recognizing women, 
Chamorro, etc. 

DA      –   Have peer mediation group 
develop program to teach conflict 
resolution. 

AA     -    Lobby/publish findings 
from preparation activity. 

R     -    War in the Pacific Museum. 
Discuss. 

CELEBRATION 
Display projects in all subject areas 
through a cultural fair: multi-cultural 
foods, arts, etc. Invite media 
parents, community leaders. 
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KEY: P    =  Preparation 
IA    =  Indirect Action 

DA    =  Direct Action 
AA    =  Advocacy 

(Action) R    =  Reflection 
 
 

English Language Arts 

 
 

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS TO STUDENT SERVICE-LEARNING 
 

 
 

Math 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Business Education 

P     –    Read story about a teen pregnancy 
from literature. Discuss how society 
reacted. Why? 

IA –    Create a drama on the realities 
of teen pregnancy. Present to an 
audience. 

DA      –   Utilize communication skills to 
work with teen parents. 

AA     -    Create catchy slogans that 
bring attention the problems of 
teen pregnancy. Post around 
school. 

R     -    Write story:  “What life would be 
like for you if you were a parenting 

t ” 

Health/Physical Education 
P     –    Play baby-crying tape. Discuss 

effect on students. Can older people 
handle this better? Why/why not? 

IA       –  Hold a fund-raiser to raise money 

Alee Shelter etc.. 
DA      –   Hold a stimulation/exercise class 

for new parents and infants. 
AA     -    Lobby for in-school day care 

provisions/health care services 
available to parenting teens. 

R     -    Debate issue:  “Should condoms 
be available in schools?” 

P -     Calculate amount of money spent 
by the Federal government on 
pregnant and parenting teens. 
Explore 
options for spending this money. 

IA     –    Decide where the money earned 
from a fund-raiser should be spent. 
Make arrangements. 

DA    –   Help parenting teen create a     
              budget.  
AA    -    Develop graphs on costs of 

raising a child. Display. 
R     -    Devise alternative plan to 

the present welfare system. 

Art 
P     -    Find posters available on teen 

pregnancy. Analyze and discuss. 
IA –    Design new campaign. Present 

to Social Services or Health 
Department for possible use. 

DA      –   Hold art project session for 
parents/children. Discuss the value 
of art to children. 

AA     -    Sponsor a poster campaign 
on issues of teen parenting. 

R     -    Discuss impact of visual media 
on attitudes about sex/sexuality 
and responsibility of artist. 

P     -    Discuss impact of teen 
pregnancy on future earnings and 
career pathways. 

IA –    Publicize “friendly” career paths 
to dual parenting/career families. 

DA      –   Provide help on budgeting for 

pregnant/parenting teens. Help with 
resume writing. 

AA     -    Advocate for businesses to be 
more tolerant of parenting/day care 
needs. 

R     -    Hold business community panel. 
Have participants discuss realities of 
hiring a teen parent. 

 
Family Studies 

P     –    Research and discuss impact of 
teen pregnancy on the baby, 
mother, father and grandparents. 

IA      – Develop brochure for pregnant  
teens  that   provides health 
care information. 

DA     –   Host a panel. Discuss problem of 
teen pregnancy – invite key people. 

AA     -    Develop a showcase that 
demonstrates information discussed 
in preparation activity. 

R     -    Discuss: “What would society be 
like if the age of puberty continues to 
decrease?” 

 
 

 
PREGNANT AND PARENTING TEENS 

NOTE:  This is a controversial subject.  Please keep in mind your local district’s policies. 

Foreign Language 
P     -    Discover the incidence of teen 

pregnancy in foreign countries – 
how do they cope? 

IA –    Translate safety/medical 
information for foreign residents in 
community. Distribute at clinics for 
pregnant and parenting teens. 

DA      –   Network w/non-profits 
orgs. w/families w/children. 
Teach children songs. 

AA     -    Create graphs on 
preparation information. 
Share/compare. 

R     -    Find out how teen parenting 
is treated in country of study. 

 
 

Science 
P     –    Research incidences of and 

reasons of birth defects in teen 
mothers. 

IA –    Produce a video on effects 
of smoking/alcohol on fetal 
development. 

DA     –   Volunteer to be “rockers” at 
local hospital.. 

AA     -    Publicize physical implications 
of pregnancy for teens and 
infants. 

R     -    “Invent the future” assignment: 
“What could science do to combat 
the teen pregnancy problem?” 

Music 
P     –    Study effect lullabies had/have 

on adults/children. 
IA –    Create booklet/CD of lullabies 

or songs. Distribute to shelters. 
DA      –   Learn lullabies. Teach to parents  
                at Alee Shelter etc. 
AA     -    Stage a Sing-In at legislature to 

raise attention about teen parenting 
issues. 

R     -    Listen to popular songs and the 
sexual/other messages being sent to 
teens. 

Technology Education 
P     –    Analyze best child car seats and 

reasons for law requiring car seats. 
IA –    Develop information lists about 

how to select and install child car 
seats. 

DA      –   Hold rally to install car seats or run 
a safety check for local parents. 

AA     -    Run an ad campaign aimed at 
parents: Why car seats are needed. 

R     -    Write essay: “How I would feel if 
my child was killed because of lack 
of/non-use of car seat.” 

Social Studies 
P    –  Create timeline showing changes in 

laws/societal acceptance of teenage 
pregnancy. 

IA –    Distribute information listing 
programs that support pregnant and 
parenting teens. 

DA      –   Create buddy/peer mentoring 
program: keep pregnant/parenting 
teens in school. 

AA     -    Lobby legislators on how to 
solve problem of teenage 
pregnancy. 

R     -    Host teen parent as a speaker. 

 

CELEBRATION 
Each curricular area adds to a large 
display about issue and project 
undertaken. 
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KEY: P    =  Preparation 
IA    =  Indirect Action 

DA    =  Direct Action 
AA    =  Advocacy 

(Action) R    =  Reflection 

 
 

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS TO STUDENT SERVICE-LEARNING 

 
 

English Language Arts 
P     –    Create a collage of young 

children and books. 
        IA      –    Write children’s books and 
                      illustrate. Present to shelters. 

DA      –   Read to preschoolers in the 
Reading is Fundamental or like 
program. 

AA     -    Lobby the Board of Education or 
other government officials for the 
funding of reading programs. 

R     -    Generate a list of the benefits 
in reading to children. 

Health/Physical Education 
P     –    Explore stereotypes of athletes 

and their I.Q.’s. 
IA –    Make games and publish rules 

in simplified forms for children. 
Package and provide to shelters. 

DA      –   Sponsor a game day at a 
local shelter. 

AA     -    Publish factoids on ADHD and 
related medications. Distribute to 
teachers and parents. 

R     -    Discuss: How do games 
help children learn? 

Math 
P     -    What does it mean to be math 

literate and what tools are used? 
How has this changed? 

IA      –    Calculate illiteracy rates for 
              America. Publish. 
DA      –   Participate in math tutoring at a 

local feeder school. 
AA     -    Using statistical data on 

literacy, advocate for literacy 
programs. 

R    -   Examine the math learning styles of 
men and women. Compare and 
discuss. 

Art 
P     -    Conduct a needs assessment for 

art literacy at a local school. 
IA –    Raise money to sponsor a 

young artist’s endowment. 
DA      –   Sponsor a field trip for shelter 

children to local art museum, etc. 
AA     -    Take a position and advocate 

for funding of arts. 
R     -    Discuss why our 

government chooses to fund 
the arts. 

Business Education 
P     -    Study labor statistics for the 

number of applicants and literacy 
rate. Suggest correlation. 

IA –    Produce printed materials for 
adults about topics in the work 
world. Distribute to shelters, etc. 

DA      –   Help residents at shelters fill out 
job applications. 

AA     -    Advocate for business to 
sponsor literacy programs. 

R     -    Have a business-person speak on 
the impact of literacy on employees. 

 

Family Studies 
P     –    Examine the role of the parent 

as child’s first reading teacher. 
IA –    Collect new/used children’s 

books and donate to a shelter. 
DA      –   Tutor children weekly at 

local elementary school. 

AA     -    Hold a letter campaign in support 
of school readiness programs like 
Head Start. 

R     -    Discuss: What was your 
favorite story book and why? 

 
 

 

LITERACY 

Foreign Language 
P     -    Research how schools are 

structured in the country of 
language study. Compare to U.S. 

IA –    Create songs/stories in foreign 
language. Distribute to elementary 
schools for use. 

DA      –   Teach foreign language to 
elementary/preschool children. 

AA     -    Advocate for increasing amount 
of foreign language study in 
elementary schools. 

R     -    Debate: What’s America’s 

language? (Bilingualism vs. English) 

 
 

Science 
P     –    Study biological basis for 

learning disabilities/variations in 
learning styles. 

IA –    Sponsor a school-wide 
“Ability/Disability Day.” Hold 
simulations of literacy disabilities. 

DA  –    Teach  young  children science 
lessons that consider various 
learning styles. 

AA     -    Advocate for varying teaching 
style sto interest children in 
science. 

R     -    Debate nature vs. nurture. 

Music 
P     –    Find information about musical 

stars who advocate for literacy. 
IA –    Post the lyrics for a “Song of the 

Month” or post in bulletins. Discuss 
meanings/moods. 

DA      –   Teach how to read music 
to elementary school 
children. 

AA     -    Create/write RAP songs for 
the school about literacy. 

R     -    Analyze lyrics of songs for 
messages and compare to mood of 
music. 

Technology Education 
P     –    Access the Internet for 

illiteracy data. 
IA –    Develop computer games for 

word banks. 
DA      –   Teach computer skills in 

peer tutoring sessions. 
AA     -    Lobby businesses for donations 

to get computers for a shelter. 
R     -    Discuss or write an essay: “What 

does it mean to be literate and how 
has this concept changed?” 

Social Studies 
P     –    Compare the literacy rates of 

various countries and impact on 
their societies. 

IA –    Develop guidelines for a “stay 
in school” program. 

DA      –   Create a cross-grade 
mentoring 

“stay in school” program. 
AA     -    Advocate for issues about 

school funding. 
R     -    Discuss schools and laws in 

U.S. and other countries. 
Compare impact of the 
differences. 

 

CELEBRATION 
Hold a LITERACY DAY celebration. 
Come dressed as your favorite 
character. 
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KEY: P    =  Preparation 
IA    =   Indirect Action 

DA    =  Direct Action 
AA    =  Advocacy 

(Action) R    =  Reflection 

 
 
 

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS TO STUDENT SERVICE-LEARNING 
 
 

English Language Arts 
P     –   Study connections between 

illiteracy and crime. 
IA     –  Create, publish, and distribute 

public safety materials. 
DA  –   Tutor children in high crime areas. 

AA   –   Hold speech contest with speeches 
based on preparation activity. 
Invite media coverage/local 
community group representatives. 

R    –   Write poems/essays about project 
chosen. 

Health/Physical Education 
P     –    Research connections between 

self- esteem/fitness/crime. 
IA –    Raise funds for at-risk 

youth program. 
DA      –   Volunteer at recreation center for 

at- risk youth. 
AA     -    Lobby local government for 

creation/maintenance of recreation 
programs for youth. 

R     -    Discuss reasons for athletes’ 
problems with law/crime at national 
level. 

Math 
P     -    Research crime cost to citizens. 

Chart statistics. 
IA –    Raise funds for survivors of 

violent crimes. 
DA      –   Tutor juvenile offenders in  

               math. 
AA    -    Present preparation statistics to 

legislators with suggestions for 
reducing crime. 

R     -    Reflect on reactions (personal 
and other) to statistics on crime. 

Art 
P      - Create visuals of prompt: “A 

Dream for Ending Crime.” 
IA –    Display the preparation 

activity creations in local mall. 
DA      –   Do art projects with children 

in juvenile center. 
AA      - Send  preparation  activity 

creations  to  local  legislators  with 
statements: “How to reduce crime.” 

R      -  Discuss reactions to prompts 
from preparation activity creations. 

Business Education 
P     -    Analyze benefits of 

school/business partnerships to 
community and reduction in crime. 

IA –    Develop local 
school/business partnership 
program. 

DA      –   Implement mentoring 
programs/partnerships. 

AA     -    Solicit local community 
organizations for crime prevention 
programs. 

R     -    Display pictures of projects 
and discuss/evaluate success. 

 
 

Family Studies 
P     –    Read/discuss issue of domestic 

violence. Invite a guest speaker. 
IA –    Collect/distribute personal 

hygiene kits for women and 
children at domestic violence 
centers. 

DA      –   Host reading/play time for 
children at domestic violence 
centers. 

AA     -    Create brochure/distribute to 
students to encourage stopping 
domestic violence. 

R     -    Discuss relationship of early family 
life to being either victims of 
domestic violence or to people who 
are guilty of committing such acts. 

 
 

Science 
P     –    Research genetics/crime 

tendencies.  Invite guest speaker 
on topic. 

IA –    Raise money for victims of 
               crime.  
DA     –  Tutor juvenile offenders. 
 AA     -    Produce a position paper on  
               The preparation activity topic. 
             Present it to community. 

R     -    Assess changes in attitudes 
toward crime since the beginning of 
the study. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Music 

P     –    Analyze musicals/media with 
crime themes. 

IA –    Collect tapes/CD’s to send 
to juvenile detention center. 

DA      –   Plan and staff music summer 
program with an anti-crime theme for 
young children 

AA     -    Conduct letter writing campaign on 
topic of regulation of violent themes 
in music. 

R     -    Discuss changes in attitude 
since beginning of project study. 

 
 

 

CRIME 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Technology Education 

P     –    Research effectiveness of 
various home protection systems. 

IA –    Create a bulletin board for 
school detailing results of 
preparation activity 

DA      –   Help senior citizens protect 
their homes using technology. 

AA     -    Evaluate safety devices. 
Create/distribute consumer guide. 

R    -    Discuss relationship of crime 
prevention systems to actual 
reduction of crime. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Social Studies 

P –    Research statistics on makeup 
of prison inmates: race, 
educational level, socioeconomic 
level.  Draw conclusions. 

IA –    Hold crime awareness week. 
Invite speakers, hold workshops, 
display posters. 

DA      –   Participate in peer 
mediation program. 

AA      -   Create a program to prevent 
vandalism/emphasize school pride. 

R     -    Write essay: “Life without laws.” 

Foreign Language 
P     -    Research crime/laws in country 

of study. Compare to U.S. 
IA   –   Translate public safety materials. 

Distribute where appropriate. 

DA      –   Teach U.S. laws/policies to 
recent immigrants. 

AA     -    Write/mail ideas to local groups 
and newspapers about hate crimes 
against immigrants. 

R     -    Write/discuss how you would feel 
about laws discovered in preparation 
activity above. 

 
 

 
CELEBRATION 

Hold a school wide fair featuring all 
projects.  Invite media, Board of 
Education members, law officials, 
community leaders, etc.  Present 
awards. 
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Written by Susallen Hayes, Barbara 
Law, Ava Mendelson, Dave Patterson, 
Maryland Student Service Alliance 

Fellows 

 

KEY: P    =  Preparation 
IA    =   Indirect Action 

DA    =  Direct Action 
AA    =  Advocacy 

(Action) R    =  Reflection 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS TO STUDENT SERVICE-LEARNING 

 
 

English Language Arts Health/Physical Education Math Art Business Education 
     P   -  Read stories about the elderly. Discuss P   -  Discuss how physical strength/agility P – Compute amount needed to retire at low, P - Hold an elderly sensitivity session. P - Discover how long average person works 

How they are depicted and why.   changes with age. middle, high income levels.      Discuss feelings of aging.         at particular job/number of job changes 
    IA    -  Be pen pals to elderly people. IA    –  Create a free exercise video and give to  IA – Set  up seminar for seniors. Answer IA – Put together craft kit project for local in average lifespan. 
    DA  –  Interview the elderly and write a biography            senior centers.         questions about investments and financial        nursing home. Deliver. IA –  Create a budget for prom for elderly. 
              of their childhood/younger years. DA  –  Conduct physical fitness sessions with         planning. DA – Draw portraits of residents at nursing home.        Make business connections and  
    AA  –  Write letters to legislators for better            with nursing home residents. DA – Help seniors do taxes/balance checkbook.          While sitting for drawing, discuss seniors’        arrangements. (see family studies) 
               housing/living conditions for the elderly. AA  –  Create posters on the importance of  AA – Lobby legislators on policies concerning         childhood. DA – Help elderly do job searches. Help 
      R  –  Predict your own life at age 80. Write            staying physically fit throughout life.          Social Security and Medicare. AA – Create posters for elderly prom.          match elderly with business. 
              a story or poem about it.  R   –   Critique the indirect action project above.  R – Project costs for when students are 80:          (see family studies) AA – Advocate for hiring elderly at local 
            as to how to improve.        Retirement funds.  R – Write journal entry to place under portraits:          businesses. 
            “What I learned about his person.”  R – Poll others as to where any profits from 
             prom should go. 
 
 
 
 

                         Family Studies                          Foreign Language 
   P  -  Discuss developmental tasks of elderly.       P  -  Research/discuss treatment of 
          elderly.             elderly in culture of study. 
  IA -  Develop nutrition/health information for the     IA – Translate for seniors who speak/read 
          elderly. Distribute at senior centers.             limited English. 
 DA – Participate in organizing a senior prom at     DA – Identify nursing home residents who 
          a retirement home.              who speak little English.  Visit and  
 AA – Write letter to editor about stopping               carry on conversation in language of 
         elderly abuse.              resident. 
  R – Discuss physical and psychological     AA – Advocate for more respectful 

   Benefits of intergenerational      treatment/policies for elderly. 
  Interactions. 

 
 
 
 
                                 Science                    Music      Technology Education                    Social Studies                       CELEBRATION 
   P – Graph changes in sensory          P – Research popular music of 20s, 30s,            P – Survey and discuss technology aids                P – Research impact of Organic Act or                     Hold a senior prom for elderly. Take  
         perception over lifespan. Discuss impact               40s, and cultural types of music.                   for elderly.                        decolonization on policy/attitudes toward                      pictures.  Invite media/community  
        on health/quality of life.         IA – Make tapes/CDs of music from preparation           IA – Make adaptable equipment. Send to                IA – Develop program for the evening of the  
 IA – Create healthy lifestyle brochure and               activity above and send to nursing home/                   senior centers and nursing homes.                      senior prom.  
        distribute to senior centers.               senior centers.             DA – Hold computer sessions with elderly               DA – Drive elderly to polls. Help with voter 
 DA – Work with Gain or other similar agencies.      DA – provide music for senior prom. Organize                   at centers and nursing homes.                         registration. 
AA – Research diseases of elderly. Write               talent show for seniors.            AA – Design residence for elderly. Send               AA – Lobby to prevent cuts in senior 
         legislators advocating policy/legislation.       AA – Create showcase about elderly musicians’                           to legislators along with recommendations                        programs. 
 R – Discuss how to reduce impact of aging.         R – Take slides at senior prom/talent show.             R – Project into the future: “What aids will there                  R – Discuss future of Social Security and  
                  Present slideshow for elderly.                    50 years?”                             the need for financial planning. 
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KEY: P    =  Preparation 
IA    =   Indirect Action 

DA    =  Direct Action 
AA    =  Advocacy 

(Action) R    =  Reflection 

 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS TO STUDENT SERVICE-LEARNING 
 

English Language Arts 
P     –    Read stories on hunger and 

discuss. 
IA     –    Collect used books for children at 

homeless shelters. Distribute. 
DA      –   Tutor children at homeless shelters. 
AA   -    Write letters or poems and publish in 

local newspapers to help make the 
community aware of the issues 
surrounding the homeless. 

R     -    Based on your participation in the 
service activity, write a story taking 
the perspective of being a homeless 
person 

Health/Physical Education 
P     –    Discuss effects of malnutrition 

and incidences in America. 
IA –    Collect personal hygiene items. 

Raise funds to purchase underwear 
and socks. Donate to shelters. 

DA      –   Hold recreation programs for 
shelter residents. 

AA     -    Advocate for building playgrounds 
at shelters. 

R     -    Design menus that are 
nutritionally balanced using the 
most 
inexpensive foods available. 

Math 
P     -    Discuss how much food is needed 

to feed a family of four for a week. 
What is the cost? 

IA –    Sponsor a food drive and donate  
                 the food to a local shelter or food 

    bank. 
DA      –   Tutor children in math at a   
                shelter. Set up Math Stars as  
                rewards for the children. 
AA     -    Advocate for raising income 

  level designated as “poverty.” 
R     -   Write in journal: “What I learned 

from this project.” 

Art 
P     -    Create a collage of bodies: rich 

vs. poor, poverty vs. wealth. 
IA –    Make placemats for residents 

at local shelters. Decorate bags 
for food shelters. 

DA      –   Sponsor art programs at a 
shelter. 

Take photos of children to give to 
parents as gifts. 

AA     -    Use the placemats or food bags 
for a visual advocacy project. 

R     -    Create a bulletin at the beginning 
of project and add pictures 
thruughout. 

Business Education 
P     -    Invite business leaders to speak 

about company programs for  the 
homeless and poor. 

IA –    Provide office skills and supplies 
to the shelter. 

DA      –   Work on resumes for 
homeless people at shelters. 

AA     -    Lobby businesses to provide 
training and hire residents at 
homeless shelter. 

R     -    Write and display essays on 
their action experiences. 

 

 

Family Studies 
P     –    Discuss the impact of 

homelessness on the family unit. 
IA –    Assess various needs of 

shelters and publicize. 
DA      –   Set up reading centers at   shelter. 

Read to children and vice versa. 

AA     –   Solicit food from local businesses to 

                 help provide a meal for a hunger 

                 banquet for the homeless. 
R     -    Discuss: “How would I feel if 

my family and I were homeless.” 

 
 

 
 

HUNGER AND HOMELESSNESS 

Foreign Language 
P     -    Discuss how language of study 

deals with poverty and hunger. 
What resources are available to 
homeless people. 

IA –    Translate food pyramid in 
language of study. Distribute to 
shelters. 

DA –     Visit shelter and discuss food   

              pyramid in language of resident. 
AA     -    Write to embassies with 

suggestions to improve conditions 
for the poor. Lobby for more 
shelters. 

R     -    Invite immigration officials to speak. 

 
 

 
Science 

P     –    Complete a fasting experiment. 
Assess impact on energy level, etc. 
Draw parallels to homeless. 

IA –    Plant a garden at the school 
and distribute food to shelters. 

DA      –   Conduct science experiments. 
Take nature hikes with shelter 
children. 

AA     -    Campaign to help alleviate 
homelessness in your community. 

R     -    Discuss: “How would it affect lives 
if there was not enough food to 
supply your community? 
 

 

 
Music 

P     –    Listen to songs from the 
Depression era and analyze. 

IA –    Collect used tapes/CD’s. Give to 
homeless shelters. Raise money for 
tape/CD player for shelter. 

DA      –   Entertain children with sing-a- 
longs at the shelter. 

AA     -    Organize collection of songs related 
to food/hunger. Play or perform 
them for community groups. 

R     -    Discuss the role music plays 
to soothe and relax people.. 

 

 
Technology Education 

P     –    Research technology and food 
production in the past and present. 

IA –    Generate/distribute maps 
directing homeless to food 
banks/shelters. 

DA      –   Teach computer skills to adults 
and children at shelters. 

AA     -    Lobby legislators or the President 
on behalf of homeless and poor via 
the Internet. 

R     -    Investigate potential of 
technology and how it might help 
end hunger and homelessness 

 

Social Studies 
P     –    Study current trends in U.S. 

policy on hunger and 
homelessness. 

IA –    Collect and send school supplies 
to children at shelters. 

DA      –   Serve food at a soup kitchen. 
Organize hunger banquet for the 
homeless. 

AA     -    Create and conduct a presentation 
for elementary or middle school 
students on the issue of hunger and 
homelessness. What can they do to 
help address the issue of the 
impoverished? 

R   -    Assess personal changes in 
attitudes toward homeless people. 

 
CELEBRATION  

Hold a hunger banquet.  Invite 
homeless people from the 
community. Ask local business to 
participate. 
Invite the media, etc. 
 

 
Written by Susan Falcone, Ellen Hayes, 
Barbara Law, Ava Mendelson, Dave 
Patterson, Maryland Student Service 
Alliance Fellows 
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KEY: P    =  Preparation 
IA    =   Indirect Action 

DA    =  Direct Action 
AA    =  Advocacy 

(Action) R    =  Reflection 

 
 
 

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS TO STUDENT SERVICE-LEARNING 
 
 

English Language Arts 
P     –    View over-the-counter drug ads 

from TV/magazines. Analyze the 
impact on beliefs/behavior. 

IA –    Organize and present an 
assembly on “the language of 
drugs.” 

DA      –   Write legislators about 
drug policy/concerns. 

AA     -    Write documentary on the 
dangers/effects of drug abuse. 

R     -    Write a journal entry about 
experiences with young children and 
the direct action project above. 

Health/Physical Education 
P     –    Conduct and discuss results of 

blind survey of personal use of 
drugs. Discuss the line between 
appropriate use and abuse of over- 
the-counter drugs. 

IA –    Hold a forum on the connection 
of drugs and AIDS. 

AA     -    Present a puppet show for 
elementary school students on how 
to avoid drug use. 

R     -    Discuss relationship between 
fitness and being drug-free. 

Math 
P     -    Develop, compile, conduct and 

interpret survey of community 
groups’ attitudes and suggestions 
concerning drug use/abuse. 

IA –    Present information from 
preparation activity above in chart 
form for documentary. (See 
Technology Education) 

DA      –   Tutor children of parents in 
drug rehabilitation. 

AA     -    Write legislators about findings. 

R     -    Show a related video and discuss. 

Art 
P     -    Find/analyze research done 

on influence of drugs on art. 
IA –    Package “art supply packages” 

for patients at rehabilitation 
centers. 

DA      –   Help elementary students create 
anti-drug posters to post at school 
and in the community. 

AA     -    Present information from the 
preparation activity above in a visual 
manner. 

R     -    Have an artist speak about the 
problem of drug abuse in art world. 

Business Education 
P     -    Create a file of all resources 

available for drug treatment/control. 
Publish for school. 

IA –    Solicit support from businesses 
for halfway houses/rehabilitation 
centers. 

DA      –   Hold a debate between parents 
and teens about drug use. 

AA     -    Solicit support of businesses for 
re- employment of recovering 
addicts. 

R     -    Host business leader as speaker 
on drugs in the workplace. 

 
 

Family Studies 
P     –    Discuss impact of alcohol/drug 

use on families and children. 
IA –    Create brochure for parents as 

to how to teach children about 
drug abuse. Distribute at day 
care centers. 

DA      –   Be a “rocker” of drug 
addicted babies at local 

 
 
 
 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

Foreign Language 
P     -    Investigate how country of 

study deals with drug 
use/sentencing. 

IA –    Translate Business Education 
preparation activity into language of 
study. 

DA      –   Produce Spanish version of 

hospital. 
AA     -    Write legislator on behalf of 

funding for treatment 
centers/programs. 

R     -    Have students write letter about 
how they feel about drug use/abuse. 

documentary (see Technology 
Education). 

AA     -    Using foreign language and 
English, create anti-drug 
information. 
Distribute. 

R - Compare difference in U.S. 
policy on drugs to country 
researched in preparation activity. 

 
Science 

P     –    Visit a drug treatment facility. 
Discuss types of drug/alcohol 
treatment. 

IA –    Distribute student created 
information on the effects and 
dangers of drugs. 

DA      –   Serve food to those with 
AIDS. AA    -    Write legislators about 
funding 

research for drug addiction. 
R     -    Discuss possible genetic links 

to drug addiction and 
alcoholism. 

 
Music 

P     –    Analyze drug culture music 
for message and impact. 

IA –    Compose, tape, jingles/songs for 
children about the dangers of drug 
use/peer pressure. Send to 
elementary schools. 

DA      –   Entertain patients at 
rehabilitation centers. 

AA     -    Lobby about ratings for 
music releases. 

R     -    Evaluate effectiveness of project. 
Suggest improvements. 

 
Technology Education 

P     –    Search the Internet for drug 
abuse 

“problems.” 
IA –    Do repair work at rehabilitation 

center. Show patients how to use 
computers. 

DA      –   Create Internet folder on drug and 
alcohol treatment. Update monthly. 

AA     -    Produce a documentary on the 
dangers and effects of drug abuse. 
Show on Education Channel. 

R     -    Critique documentary and 
make suggestions for future 
use. 

 

Social Studies 
P     –    Invite social worker to speak 

on causes of drug use. 
IA –    Organize assembly for Social 

Studies. classes. Hold debate on 
legalization of certain drugs. 

DA      –   Write/visit drug rehabilitation 
patients to celebrate sobriety, 
birthdays, etc. 

AA     -    Make display of newspaper 
articles that reveal problem at local 
and 
national levels. 

R     -    Express your feelings on the 
government’s role in preventing 
drug abuse. 

 

 
 

CELEBRATION 
Invite mentees to celebrate at a 
substance-free party. Serve 
mocktails.  Show documentary. 
Award certificates. 
 

 
Written by Susan Falcone, Ellen Hayes, 
Barbara Law, Ava Mendelson, Dave 
Patterson, Maryland Student Service 
Alliance Fellows 
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KEY: P    =  Preparation 
IA    =   Indirect Action 

DA    =  Direct Action 
AA    =  Advocacy 

(Action) R    =  Reflection 

 
 
 

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS TO STUDENT SERVICE-LEARNING 
 
 

English Language Arts 
P     –    Read classics that deal with 

poverty issues and discuss. 
IA –    Sponsor a used books drive for 

reading centers at a local shelter. 
DA      –   Go to shelter and read with 

children or help with homework. 
AA     -    Write and publish articles and 

poems on helping to end poverty. 
R     -    Rewrite a portion of a classic 

story using a modern perspective. 

 
Health/Physical Education 

P     –    Research/discuss health 
problems or issues of poverty 
stricken families. 

IA –     Collect lost and found items 
from school.   Wash and donate 
to the poor. 

DA      –   Play large muscle games 
with children at a shelter. 

AA     -    Create posters addressing health 
care services that are needed for the 
poor. Send them to legislators. 

R     -    Discuss the idea: “Our waste is 
’s treasure ” 

 
Math 

P     -    Hypothetically figure the lowest 
budget possible for a family of four 
using real figures researched. 

IA –    Clip coupons for donation 
to shelters. 

DA      –   Tutor children in math at  
shelter. 

AA   -    Research shelters in local area. 
Compute number of people served. 
Figure cost of shelters to taxpayers. 
Publicize facts, offer alternatives. 

R     -    Reflect on tax refund money 
and how it might be better spent. 

 
Art 

P     -    Study how aesthetics of 
environment affect 
emotional/physical well-being. 

IA –    Make and donate art objects 
that could be used in a shelter. 

DA      –   Redecorate shelter by 
painting, adding murals, etc. 

AA     -    Create posters for community 
to help people become aware of 
shelters in the area. Post. 

R     -    Write journal entry: “What I 
learned about poverty stricken 
people and 

” 

Business Education 
P     -    Define work ethic. Discuss how it 

is developed. Debate: “Is there a 
correlation between work ethic and 
poverty?” 

IA –    Conduct fund-raiser for local 
shelter. 

DA    –   Help local shelter establish a 
budget. Teach those in shelter 
about budgeting. 

AA     -    Advocate for work training; 

employee skills; staying in school. 
R    -    Compare reality of work ethic to 

experience with people at shelter. 
Compare before and after points of 
view. 

 
Family Studies 

P     –    Discuss numbers of homeless 
families and why there are so many. 

IA –    Collect clothing for different age 
groups at shelter. Sponsor drive for 
new underwear or socks. 

DA      –   Prepare/serve food at a shelter. 
Provide child-care for residents. 

AA     -    View current trends in law 
/policies on behalf of families. 
Lobby/write letters to legislators. 

R     -    Discuss reactions of children who 
were served in the direct activity. 
Discuss what more could be done. 

 
 

 

POVERTY 

 
Foreign Language 

P     -    Discuss how/if being a foreigner 
is related to poverty. 

IA –    Create posters that translate 
common signs and signals or create 
a pamphlet to help those in poverty. 

DA      –   Offer to help those at shelter 
who speak a foreign language by 
translating and teaching English. 

AA     -    Advocate for need of ESL training 
in schools. 

R - Discuss what needs a person 
might have if he/she became a 
resident in another country due to 
war, etc. 

 
 

Science 
P     –    Discuss health related problems 

of those in poverty. Chart rise of 
disease. 

IA –    Help shelter volunteers work up 
a health seminar for residents. 

DA      –   Conduct health testing for 
residents with aid of parent health 
volunteers. 

AA     -    Campaign to avoid drugs and 
alcohol aimed at those in poverty. 
List where help can be found. 

R     -    Discuss the likelihood of a 
person ending up in poverty in 
America now. 
 

Music 
P     –    Compare music of depression to 

modern times to look for parallels. 
IA –    Put on a “change” concert 

and donate proceeds to a 
shelter. 

DA      –   Perform at local shelter and hold 
a sing-a-thon with them 
afterwards. 

AA     -    Write songs to advocate a focus 
on poverty and its effects. 

R     -    Video tape the sing-a-thon and view. 
Discuss own feelings and those of 
residents. 

Technology Education 
P     –    Discuss basic human needs for 

shelter. Have students pretend they 
are homeless. 

IA –    Collect supplies that might 
be needed at a local shelter 
for maintenance. 

DA      –   Help fix up a shelter and 
conduct maintenance and 
repairs. 

AA     -    Advocate for proper housing 
codes in low rent districts. 

R     -    View, discuss and post before 
and after pictures of work at 
shelter. 

Social Studies 
P     –    Review the Great Depression in 

the 
U.S. and relate to today. 

IA –    Research local shelters needs 
so that other groups might focus 
their help and distribute it evenly. 

DA      –   Have class work in soup 
kitchen over a period of time. 

AA     -    Research local laws on shelters 
and discuss whether they are fair or 
adequate. Lobby for areas of need. 

R     -    Discuss attitude changes based 
on soup kitchen experience. 

 
CELEBRATION 

Sponsor a dance at school with the 
money going to a local shelter.  Have 
local newspaper cover the event. 
 
 
Written by Susan Falcone, Ellen Hayes, 
Barbara Law, Ava Mendelson, Dave 
Patterson, Maryland Student Service 
Alliance Fellows 



 

 

 

KEY: P    =  Preparation 
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DA    =  Direct Action 
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INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS TO STUDENT SERVICE-LEARNING 
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Sample Student’s Name    
 

Identification and Analysis of Community Problems 
 

Survey respondent: Age Range: Gender: 
  School Personnel   under 21   Male 
  Female   21-35  
  Student (grade  )   over 35  
  Community member   over 50  
  Other (  ) 

 
Directions: 

  

1. Check each item below that you believe to be a community problem. Next to ―Other,‖ add any additional 
problems that concern you. 

 

2. Of the items you have checked, circle the three you consider to be most important. 
 

3. What can students do to help change these three conditions? Please write your suggestions on the back. 
 

Education: 

  High school dropout rate Other:    
 

  Need for tutors/mentors 
 

  Need for technology in the classroom 

 
Health: 
  Teenage pregnancies Other:    

 

  Substance abuse (drugs, alcohol) 

  Emotional problems 

 
Law Enforcement: 
  Gang activity Other:    

 

  High crime rate 
 

  Vandalism/graffiti 

 
Social Services: 
  Lack of quality child care Other:    

 

  Lack of services for senior citizens 
 

  Lack of available health care 

 
Recreation: 
  Lack of programs Other:    

 

  Lack of supervision in parks 

 
Employment: 
  Lack of job opportunities Other:    

 

  High unemployment rates for youths 

  Inadequate job training/retraining 

 
Cultural: 
  Conflict between ethnic groups Other:    

 

  Lack of knowledge about ethnic 
groups within the community 

 

 
Active Citizenship Today, Field Guide, Constitutional Rights Foundation and CloseUp Foundation, Los 

Angeles, 1994. Used by permission. 



28 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE LEARNING PRE-QUIZ FOR 

SECONDARY STUDENTS 
 
 
 

Name:     

School:     

Teacher:     

Grade:   Date:    
 

 

Put the letter of the correct definition next to each work. 
 
Answer  Word  Definition   

 

1.  Citizenship A. Working together 
 

2.  Community Service B.  Belonging to or membership in a 
community 

 
3.  Service Learning C.  One who plays a principal or guiding role 

 
4.  Democracy D. One who performs community service 

without getting paid 
 

5. Service E.  A helpful act for the good of others 
 

6. Cooperation F.  Able to be trusted or depended upon 
 

7.   Help G.  Doing something to help people with 
similar interests or beliefs that live in your 
neighborhood or community 

 
8.  Responsible H. Government by the people, usually through 

elected representatives 
 

9.   Volunteer I.  To give aid or assistance 
 

10. Leader J.  Gaining knowledge by combining school 
work with projects that help others 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OVER 
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11.  Define leadership.  What does it mean to you?  Describe the qualities/characteristics that 
make a leader.  (Write answer on back.) 
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Answer Key 
 
 
 

Pre-/Post-Quiz 
(High School Students) 

 
 
 

 

1. B 
 

 

2. G 
 

 

3. J 
 

 

4. H 
 

 

5. E 
 

 

6. A 
 

 

7. I 
 

 

8. F 
 

 

9. D 
 

 

10. C 
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ACTION 
 
 
 
 
 

OBJECTIVE: To provide service activities that integrate into the course curriculum and will 
be beneficial to the students and the community at large. 

 
 
 
 

PURPOSE: When students are engaged in any type of service activity, they gain 
personally and academically.  Students will perceive themselves as contributors to an 
improved community rather then disconnected and powerless.  Students who perform 
service will see the relevance of the skills they learn in school because they are able to use 
the skills in real life situations. 

 
 
 
 

RESOURCES: 

• Teacher Check-Off Logs for Service Learning Projects 
 

• Code of Conduct Behavioral Standards/Cluster Activity 
 

• Service Learning Hours Verification Form 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” 

--Margaret Mead 



 

 

 

ACTION ACTIVITIES 
 

 
 
 

  Teacher Check-Off Logs (pages 35 and 37) 
• These logs will assist teachers in keeping good records of classroom and student 

participation in service learning activities.  Teachers can use the Group Project 
Log when implementing projects where students will be working as a group and 
the Individual Placement Log to keep track of individual student service 
learning activities. 

 

 
  Code of Conduct Behavioral Standards/Cluster Activity (page 39) 

• Teachers are encouraged to lead group discussions by utilizing the Cluster 
Activity and Situations to engage students in thinking about the important 
elements of workplace expectations.  ―Ten Ways to Keep Your Job (page 42) is 
also a good group discussion tool. 

 

 
  Service Learning Hours Verification 

• Students who are doing individual placements will need to account for their 
service hours.  Students should complete the necessary form to accurately verify 
volunteer hours and turn into teacher for credit.  This form for verifying hours is in 
the Service Learning Student Handbook. 

 

 
  Ongoing Reflection Activity:  Journal 

• Reflection is a key element of meaningful service and should occur throughout all 
aspects of the service experience. Teachers are encouraged to assign students 
journal writings as part of their on-going reflection of their service. Teacher provides 
time on a weekly basis directing students to choose one or two prompts to write a 
paragraph describing their experiences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s nice to know that we don’t need to wait til tomorrow; we 
can start to change the world today.” 

--Will Rose 
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TEACHER CHECK-OFF 
LOG 

FOR SERVICE LEARNING GROUP 
PROJECTS 

 

 

Teacher:   Class/Grade Level:   School:    
 

Project Description: Organization/Partner:    Contact Person:      

Address:     Phone:     

 
 

 
 

Student 

 
Pre- 
Quiz 

 
Authorization 

Forms 

 
Total 
Hours 

Agency 
Evaluation 
Of Service 

Student’s 
Reflection 
Of Service 

 
Reflection of 

Actual Service 

 
Celebration 

Activity 

 
Post 
Quiz 
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TEACHER CHECK-OFF LOG 
FOR SERVICE LEARNING INDIVIDUAL PROJECTS 

 
 
 

 
Student Name:    Grade:   School:    

Teacher:   Class/Subject Area:     

Project Description:    Organization/Partner:    
 

  Contact Person:    
 

  Address:     
 

  Phone:     
 

 
 

Pre-Quiz 
 
Authorization 

Forms 

 
Total 
Hours 

Agency 
Evaluation 
of Service 

Student’s 
Reflection 
of Service 

 
Reflection of 

Actual Service 

 
Celebration 

Activity 

 

 
 

Post-Quiz 

        

 

 
Comments:     
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Code of Conduct Behavioral Standards 
 
In order to ensure that students are prepared before they start their service, the teacher 
may lead a discussion about what constitutes appropriate behavior.  The following 
behavioral standards are derived from the SCANS (Secretary„s Commission on Achieving 
Necessary Skills) report, a national research document that outlines the educator„s role in 
supporting school-to-career efforts. 

 
The teacher should note these standards are not all-inclusive.  Other appropriate behaviors 

(e.g., drug-free, personal accountability) may come to light through class discussion. 

 Wear appropriate clothing 

 Be neat and clean 

 Have a positive attitude 

 Follow directions 

 Be creative 

 Work as a team 

 Exhibit responsible 

behavior 

 Believe in what you„re 

doing 

 Accept criticism 

 Attend regularly and be 

on time 

 Do the best job possible 

 Pay attention 

 Give respect to the leader 

 Be a responsible 

problem solver 

 Use appropriate language 

 Be honest 
 
 

Cluster Activity 
The teacher (or perhaps a student) draws the following diagram on the board and leads a 
class discussion on the proper behavior and qualities needed when volunteering or seeking 
employment.  Use the suggested ideas as a starting point.  Develop the concept that 
whether a student is volunteering or working for pay, appropriate behaviors are essential 
and expectations are the same. 

 

 

Use appropriate language 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Appropriate behavior 

for a 

volunteer/employee Work as a team 
 
 
 
 

Be neat and 
 

 

Ask students: What would you look for in a volunteer or an employee? 
35



 

 

 

 

Situations 
 

How would you handle these situations?  Use the list of behaviors from the Code of 
Conduct Behavioral Standards to guide your decisions. 

 
1. You have been assigned the job of cutting vegetables in a soup kitchen, but you 

would prefer to serve dessert.  (Example: work as a team.) 

 
2. The person you„re assigned to work under at the thrift shop is critical of the way 

you fold clothes for storage. 
 

3. You see a more efficient way to organize your team of workers picking up trash at 
a local park. 

 
4. You are one of a group planting trees at an elementary school.  You believe the 

group is too large for the task and that the work could be divided more fairly. 
 

5. The grade 2 teacher in whose class you are tutoring asks you to check the work of 
a student.  The student is defiant when you ask him to concentrate. 

 
6. The senior citizen you are assigned to interview does not stay on the subject. 

 
7. While painting over graffiti on alley walls, two of your fellow workers start fooling 

around and get careless.  They get paint on you and on the ground. 
 

8. At a day-care center, you are asked to play a game with a group of five-year-olds. 
You are expected to come up with the game on your own. 

 
9. You are late for a presentation to a local service club about your service learning 

project, scheduled first on the agenda of a lunchtime meeting. 
 

10. One of the volunteers you work with is constantly complaining and criticizing other 
volunteers for not working hard and acting committed.  This person also uses a lot 
of bad language. 
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Honesty, Responsibility and Enthusiasm are the 
Qualities Employers Value the Most. 

 

 
 

If you are honest, responsible and enthusiastic you possess the three qualities 
Guam employers value the most in employees. These qualities translate into a 
positive work attitude and if you practice these behaviors on a regular basis the chances 
are better than average you will succeed in the business world. 

 
Top executives define what behaviors comprise a positive work attitude. The executives 
ranked the top ten employee„s behaviors as 

1) honesty; 
2) responsibility; 
3) enthusiasm; 
4) commitment; 
5) accountability; 
6) initiative; 
7) cooperation; 
8) punctuality; 
9) self worth; and 

10) courtesy. 
 
If you are currently seeking employment, it„s helpful to evaluate yourself using these 10 
behaviors.  Remember, prospective employers are looking for these qualities - whether 
they express it or not! 

 
Some hints on how to work these 10 behaviors into your interview: 

 

 HONESTY:  “I would say that honesty is my strongest  quality.”   
 RESPONSIBILITY:   ”Others call me a very responsible person.”  
  ENTHUSIASM:  ”I believe  enthusiasm is important in the work here.” 
  COMMITMENT:  “Once I take on a project, I am committed to doing it right, on time 

and within budget.”   
 ACCOUNTABILITY:  ” I want to be held accountable for my actions.”   
 INITIATIVE:   ”I really like to find new and better ways to get the job done.” 
 COOPERATION:   “It‟s important that we work together.”  
 PUNCTUALITY:  ”If I tell someone I„ll be there at 7:30 a.m., I„ll be there.”  
 SELF WORTH:  ”I am very secure in myself  and in my abilities to do an 

outstanding job.”  
 COURTESY:   ”It‟s important we treat others like we would want to be treated.” 
 
These are just ideas.  The point to remember is that by weaving these qualities into the 
interview you will help turn on the switches in the employer„s mind - and that can 
translate into a job for you! 
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Ten Ways to Keep Your Job 
 
 

Employers have offered the following advice as contributing to an employee„s success 
on the job.  Much of the advice is also applicable to the success of a student and of a 
volunteer. 

 
• Take time off only when it is absolutely necessary. 

• Be on time. 

• Be prepared. 

• Follow your supervisor„s directions. 

• Do your best work all the time. 

• Finish all your assigned work. 

• Be kind and cooperate with other workers. 

• Respect the rights and property of others. 

• Keep your work area neat. 

• Remember that a friendly worker will be more successful than an unpleasant worker. 

 
 

Self Assessment 
 

Directions: Write your responses to the following questions or directions in the spaces 
below. 

 
1.  What kind of student/worker are you?  Describe your strengths and weaknesses. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2.  Describe a person who has been a positive role model in your life.  What lessons 
have you learned from him or her? 

 
 
 
 
 

3.  Identify a behavior of yours that you would like to change and tell how you might go 
about changing it. 

 
 
 
 
 

4.  If you were asked in a job interview to tell something about yourself, what would 
you say? 
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REFLECTION 
 

 
 

 
OBJECTIVE:  Reflection enables students to learn from their service experience and is 
most powerful when regularly scheduled during the course of the service project. 

 

 
 

PURPOSE:  Reflections activities should include both individual and group reflections 
that attend to broader issues as well as personal experiences encourage creativity and 
include diverse activities.  Reflection should occur throughout the service project so 
students can 1) receive feedback from their peers about how they are doing;  2) learn 
about the experiences the other students are having; and 3) have time to process what 
they are learning. 

 

 
 

RESOURCES: 

• Multiple Intelligences Reflection Ideas 
 

• Writing Prompts for the Service Learning Student 
 

• Agency Evaluation of Student Volunteer 
 

• Student Volunteer Evaluation of Community Agency 
 

• Service Learning Student Reflection Essay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“One person can make a difference…You don’t have to be a 
big shot.  You don’t have to have a lot of influence. You just 

have to have faith in your power to change things.” 
--Norman Vincent Peale 
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REFLECTION ACTIVITIES 
 
 

 
  Multiple Intelligences Reflection Ideas (pages 45-47) 

• Teachers are encouraged to review and identify a variety of reflection activities 
that meet the different learning styles of students. 

 

 
  Writing Prompts for the Service Learning Student (page 49) 

• The prompts provide a topic for the student to focus on when reflecting on 
their experiences.  Allow for class time for students to present their reflections. 

 

 
  Agency Evaluation of Student Volunteer 

• In this evaluation, the agency supervisor evaluates the student„s job readiness 
skills, as well as the attitudes he/she have displayed.  The evaluation can be 
found in the Service Learning Agency Handbook.  After service has been 
completed, the student asks the supervisor to complete the evaluation, review it 
together and student returns it to the teacher for credit. 

 

 
  Student Volunteer Evaluation of Community Agency 

• Thinking back on the volunteer experience, the student should reflect on the 
experience, offering information and insight. This information will be shared with 
community agencies, i.e., Gov-Guam, private, and non-profit businesses, to 
learn about students„ experiences and, if necessary, take steps to further train 
community agencies and their staff about student volunteers. This evaluation 
can also be found in the Service Learning Student Handbook. Student 
completes form and returns it to the teacher for credit. 

 

 
  Service Learning Student Reflection Essay  (page 50) 

• Teacher may assign an additional essay requirement for students to reflect on the 
experience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40 



 

 

 

 

MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES 

REFLECTION IDEAS 
 
 
 

Have fun choosing and designing reflection activities!  The ideas below are just to get 
your students started.  Three suggestions:  (1) give students options-everyone loves a 
choice; (2) over the course of a year, try reflective activities based on all the intelligences 
so that you are playing to everyone„s strengths; (3) ask students to create reflective 
activities that use different combinations of intelligences. 

 
 

LINGUISTIC 
 
 

• Keep an ongoing journal, either reflecting on your own about your service 
experiences, or responding to assigned questions and topics. 

• Compose an essay based on the first day of your service job. 

• Write a reflection paper that combines your service experience with what you are 
learning in class. 

• Prepare a research paper on an issue that arises from your service experience. 

• Create a résumé explaining the job skills you attained while volunteering. 

• Write a job description for the service job you held. 

• Compose a letter to your site supervisor offering suggestions for working with future 

youth volunteers. 

• Write an article for the school or community newspaper highlighting your 
accomplishments. 

• Find a newspaper article about the issue your agency works to address. 

• Write a poem that reflects your volunteer experience. 

• Report to your class the goals of the place where you work. 
 
 

LOGICAL/MATHEMATICAL 
 
 

• Compile statistics or other quantitative data on your service learning project. 

• Identify a problem you see at your work site and devise a solution. 

• Connect your service learning experience to a larger issue at the state or national 
level:  where does your service fit in? 

• Write about any measurements, statistics, classifications or numbers that play a role 
in the work done at your placement. 

• Construct a detailed time line of the service experience. 

• Create a hypothesis based on your experience.  Explain how you would test the 
hypothesis. 

• Explain what scientific knowledge would help you in your placement, and why. 

Devise a plan for obtaining such knowledge. 
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SPATIAL 
 
 

• Draw the place where you volunteer and tell the class about your drawing. 

• Draw your school and the place where you volunteer and what is in between; tell the 
class about your drawing. 

• Create a display about the issue that your agency works on; display it at the agency 
and/or at school. 

• Make a collage that shows something about your placement, or how you feel about 
your work there. 

• Make a video commercial that encourages people to volunteer at your site. 

• Record a TV commercial that you find offensive.  Show it to the class and talk about 
it. 

• Bring in a clip from a movie that expresses something you have experienced through 
service learning.  Show it to the class and tell about it. 

• Create a video that reflects what you and your classmates have accomplished 
through this service learning project. 

• Document the whole service learning project using pictures, video, essays, and 
displays. 

• Use charts or maps to help your classmates understand the work your agency does. 
 
 

MUSICAL 
 
 

• Compose a song that captures your service experience.  Either perform or record the 
song for your class. 

• Bring in a song that reflects your service experience.  Play it for the class and tell why 
you chose it. 

• Notice sounds and songs while you„re working:  what are the sounds around you, 
what songs are people singing or humming?  Create a presentation based on those 
sounds and songs. 

• Bring in different objects that can make sounds.  Have groups create rhythms that 

express their service experience.  Put the rhythms together to make a composition. 

• Bring in music without words; work in groups or as a class to create words for the 
service experience that match the music. 

 
 

BODILY/KINESTHETIC 
 
 

• Within three minutes, express the heart of your volunteer experience to the class 
without using words. 

• Create and perform a skit about what happened at your site. 

• Act out a possible television commercial that would encourage people to take 

advantage of the services your agency offers. 

• Put on a skit for an all-school assembly that shows the younger students what it is 
like to do service work. 

• Create and perform a dance that reflects your experience with service work. 
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INTERPERSONAL 
 
 

Many of the activities in the above categories can be done in groups and are therefore 
effective techniques for interpersonal learners.  Some additional suggestions follow. 

 
• Have a small group discussion about your experiences doing service work. 

• Share with one other person what you felt like before, during and after the volunteer 
work. 

• Read the quote, ―A ship in the harbor is safe, but that is not what ships are built for.‖ 
(William Shedd).  Discuss how this quote relates to your volunteer work. 

• Role play something that happened at your volunteer job that you did not know how 
to handle.  Have your classmates role play appropriate and inappropriate responses 
to this situation. 

 
 

 
INTRAPERSONAL 

 
 

All reflective activities have an intrapersonal dimension: the moment when we stop to 
reflect about our experience.  Once we move toward expressing that reflection in writing, 
talking, drawing, movement, etc., it takes on the characteristics of one of the other 
intelligences. 
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WRITING PROMPTS FOR THE 

SERVICE LEARNING STUDENT 
 

 
 
 

ON-GOING REFLECTION 
 

Keeping a journal is an effective way of building students„ writing skills with a creative outlet in which 
to reflect their experiences. It will help you track student progress and project success overall. 
Journals can take on many forms, which include collage, audiovisual group presentations, etc. 
Below are some writing prompts you may use with your class. (Adapt questions as appropriate.) 

 
Briefly describe your service learning project. 

 

How has your service learning project changed since you began (different activities, varied 
responsibilities, etc.)? 

 

What was the best thing that happened to you recently during your service learning experience? 
Was it something someone said or did a feeling, an insight, and a goal accomplished? 

 

What new skills did you learn? 
 

Did you get an idea that would improve your work? This program? The world? 
 

Have you shared your service learning experience with your parents/guardians? What was their 
reaction? 

 

What did you do that helped you get along with others? 

Would you consider working in a non-profit organization as a future career choice? Why or why not? 

If you were the supervisor, what would you have the volunteers do differently? Would you treat them 
differently? 

 

Is this an experience you would want your friends to do? Why or why not? 

What complaints were you given and what did they mean to you? 

If your direct supervisor were writing in your journal today, what would he/she write about you? 

What did you do today that made you proud? Why? 

What is the biggest challenge your agency faces? Do you have any ideas or solutions to address 
them? 

 

If a time warp took you back to your first day, what would you do differently the second time around? 

What did you discover about other people? 

How has your experience influenced your career choice? 
 

What do you think the agency feels about your service contribution? 
 

How is what you are learning in school connected with your service learning experience? (Reading, 
writing, speaking skills, computer skills, subject knowledge?) 
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SERVICE LEARNING STUDENT 

REFLECTION ESSAY 
 
 
 
 

The final component of the service learning experience is a short paper (two to three 
typewritten pages) where the student can share thoughts concerning his/her progress. 
This paper will be unique because it will be a compilation of the student„s experiences, 
insights, and recommendations concerning his/her individual service.  A truly successful 
reflection paper is one in which a student can share his/her real thoughts and insights, 
instead of telling the reader ―what they want to hear.‖ This reflection paper is a place for 
the student to accomplish just that. 

 
The first portion of the paper should concern itself with the student„s initial choices 
concerning his/her service.  Does he/she remember those first explorations made in 
class?  It was those discussions that produced the telephone list of possible community 
organizations for the first telephone contacts.  Have the student write about how he/she 
worked his/her way through ideas to arrive at a final placement. Was he/she confused? 
Was the student frustrated in his/her attempts to get the placement he/she wanted? What 
happened? What did the student have to do to get to where he/she thought he/she 
wanted to go? Was he/she successful? 

 
The second section of the paper should focus on the student„s placement. An ideal 
guide for this section is the Student Evaluation/Reflection on Service Learning Experience 
found in the Student Handbook.  The questions lead the student right through his/her 
service experience. 

 
The third section of the student„s paper should be written as though the agency where the 
student performed service had asked him/her to recommend changes so the agency could 
more effectively meet the needs of those they serve.  Now is the time to tell it like it was. 
What was the agency doing right? What improvements could have been made?  Have the 
student support his/her recommendations with examples of what happened versus what 
could have happened. 

 
The final portion of the paper should be a summary of how the student felt about his/her 
service learning experience.  Did it provide new skills?  Change his/her life?  Did he/she 
meet a real community need?  Should service learning continue? Why or why not? 
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CELEBRATION 
 
 
 
 

OBJECTIVE: To celebrate the completion of the service project and evaluate the 
project. 

 

 
 

PURPOSE: Students should know their community recognizes and appreciates their 
efforts. Students need to understand that their efforts matter and that they make a 
difference. 

 

 
 

RESOURCES: 

• Service Learning Post-Quiz 
 

• Student Evaluation/Reflection of Service Learning Experience 
 

• Agency Evaluation of Service Learning Experience 
 

• Celebration and Recognition Ideas Handout 
 

• LEARN & SERVICE Guam Recognition Services 
 

• LEARN & SERVICE Guam Activity Report 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“No person was ever honored for what he received. 
Honor has been the reward for what he gave. 

–Calvin Coolidge 
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CELEBRATION ACTIVITIES 
 
 

 
  Service Learning Post-Quiz for Secondary School Students  (page 53) 

• This quiz measures student knowledge and attitudes about service after discussion 
and service activity ends. LEARN & SERVE Guam compares the post-quiz results 
with the pre-quiz result to measure change in student knowledge and attitudes.  
Student completes the post-quiz and returns it to the teacher for credit. 

 

  Student Evaluation/Reflection of Service Learning Experience 

• Reflecting on the service learning experience, students write about their attitudes 
concerning serving the community and future involvement in the community.  This 
information will be shared with the Learning Service Committee. Student 
completes the form and returns it to the teacher for credit. This form can be found 
in the Service Learning Student Handbook. 

 

  Agency Evaluation of Service Learning Experience 

• In this evaluation the agency„s volunteer coordinator evaluates his/her overall 
service experience, as well as offers a perspective on working with youth 
volunteers.  This form can be found in the Service Learning Agency Handbook. 
After service has been completed, the volunteer coordinator returns the form to 

 the Service Learning Committee. 
 

  Celebration and Recognition Ideas Handout (page 55) 

• It is important to conclude every service learning experience with a celebration. 
This does not need to be an elaborate affair, but it should include some 
reflection on the service learning experience. 

 

  LEARN & SERVE San Diego Recognition Services (page 56) 

 Students can receive recognition on their transcripts and report cards for 
participation in service learning projects.  

 

  LEARN & SERVE Activity Report  (page 57) 

• It is important to the SERVE & LEARN Guam program to conduct 

on-going reflection and evaluations of the program and its resources.  The 
Activity Report provides the program with data related to student and teacher 
participation in service learning.  (Please return an Activity Report to the 
Service Learning Committee through Curriculum & Instructions for each completed 
service activity.) 
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SERVICE LEARNING POST-QUIZ 

FOR SECONDARY STUDENTS 
 

 
 
 

Name:     

School:     

Teacher:     

Grade:   Date:    
 

 

Put the letter of the correct definition next to each work. 
 
Answer   Word  Definition   

 

  1.  Citizenship A. Working together 
 

  2. Community Service B.  Belonging to or membership in a 
community 

 

  3. Service Learning C. One who plays a principal or guiding role 
 

  4. Democracy D. One who performs community service 
without getting paid 

. 
 

  5. Service E.  A helpful act for the good of others 
 

  6. Cooperation F.  Able to be trusted or depended upon 
 

  7. Help G.  Doing something to help people with 
similar interests or beliefs that live in your 
neighborhood or community. 

 

  8. Responsible H.  Government by the people, usually 
through elected representatives. 

 

  9. Volunteer I.  To give aid or assistance 
 

  10.  Leader J.  Gaining knowledge by combining school 
work with projects that help others. 
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10.  After participating in service learning, how has your view of being a leader changed? 

List 10 words that describe your leadership style. 
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CELEBRATION AND 

RECOGNITION IDEAS 
 

 
 
 

• Present a thank-you note from a site supervisor, project coordinator, peer or 
recipient of service.  Ask agency supervisor to present or otherwise provide signed 
certificates or letters of commendation to students for their service. 

 
• Organize a party or outing designed to celebrate the success of the project.  Invite 

parents, community volunteers, and business partners to the celebration. 
 
• Publicize students„ service in the school newsletter/webpage, PTA newsletter, 

district publications and/or local newspaper.  Include quotes from teacher, 
students and service recipients. 

 
• Nominate the class or individual students for local and/or national awards and 

scholarships recognizing outstanding service to the community. 
 
• Present your students with certificates of recognition for participation. 

 
• Join a community-wide event: Peace Conference, Youth for Youth, Cancer and 

other walkathons, adopt a road/beach cleanup, Relay for Life, helping our 
Manamkos, Habitat for Humanity, and other social activities/functions that 
contribute to improving our island community. 

 
• Invite a recipient of service, the school principal, a PTC representative, a school 

board member, an elected official, or a sports hero to commend students via a 
school announcement, a letter to the community, or an awards ceremony. 

 
• Create a bulletin board at the beginning of the project and use photos with captions 

to trace the development of activities. 

 
• Videotape students as they serve.  Show video to other classes at an assembly, or 

to school/community members at a PTC meeting, school board meeting, or 
community group meeting.  Invite members of the agencies involved to be present. 

 
• Share intergenerational experiences with students, faculty, parents and families of 

senior citizens. 

 
• Ask students to speak at assemblies about their experiences. 

 
• Have the class make and present a ―Si Yuus Maase/thank-you! poster or banner 

to the community agency. 
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Service Learning Program  
RECOGNITION SERVICES 

 
 
 
 

 
TRANSCRIPT RECOGNITION 

 

Teachers who integrate service learning into their curriculum can provide formal recognition 
on report cards and transcripts for students, grades 9-12, who complete the objectives of 
service learning.  Report cards and transcripts can reflect the fact that students participated 
in a service learning project.  This is done by inputting the information in PowerSchool 
under Service Learning Recognition, as a non-graded, non- credit course (such as U.S. 
History, American Literature, or Biology).  A student can earn service learning recognition 
numerous times throughout his or her school career 
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Guam Learn and Service 

Community Agency Survey 

 School/Program: ________________________ 

Agency: _______________________________ Date;____________________ 

Name/Position: __________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate the category to which your agency belongs (check all that apply). 

_____ AIDS 

_____ ANIMALS 

_____ ARTS & MUSEUMS 

_____ CULTURAL/ETHNIC 

_____ DISABILITY 

_____ ENVIRONMENT 

_____ GOVERNMENT & POLITICS 

_____ HEALTH 

_____ HOMELESSNESS & HUNGER 

_____ INTERNATIONAL 

_____ LEGAL 

_____ MRNYSL HEALTH 

_____ SENIORS 

_____ TUTORING/MENTORING 

_____ WOMEN 

_____ YOUTH 

_____ OTHER ___________________________ 
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ASSESSMENT FOR SERVICE LEARNING – PART I 
 

  

Service Learning Project ___________________________________________________ 
 
Respond to the questions that are relevant to your service learning activities. 
 
Student Learning 
 

 Were the defined content and skill objectives met 

 Were there any unforeseen outcomes 

 Did students show initiative or develop leadership skills 

 Were students able to reflect and place their experience in the larger context of 
community or society in general 

 
Impact of the Service 
 

 Were students able to explicitly state the need and purpose for their service 
efforts 

 What contribution was made 

 How did the service help or hinder community improvement efforts 

 Is the partner agency satisfied with the interaction 

 Have the relationships been formed 

 Were planed service programs, activities, or products completed 
 
Process 
 

 How did this project affect or change how teachers teach and how students learn 

 How effective was project planning 

 What are your ideas for overall improvement 

 In future activities, how can students take greater ownership 

 How can community partnerships be improved or strengthened 
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ASSESSMENT FOR SERVICE LEARNING – PART II 

 

 

Service Learning Project:__________________________________________ 

 

Stages of Service Learning Elements of Service Learning 

 
 Preparation 

 Research 

 Literature 

 Field Trips 

 Interviews 

 Other 
 
 
 Action 

 Direct Service 

 Indirect Service 

 Research 

 Advocacy 
 
 
 Reflection 

 Discussion 

 Journals 

 Role Play 

 Other 
 
 
 Demonstration 

 Presentation 

 Performance 

 Article 

 Other 
 

 Integrated learning 
Example of curricular connection 
 
 

 Meeting genuine needs 
Example of students verifying need 

 
 

 Youth voice and choice 
Example of student responsibility and 
decision making 

 
 

 Collaborative efforts 
Example of partnership/shared 
responsibility 

 

 Reciprocity 
Example of reciprocity in relationships 
between persons and between 
institution 

 

 Civic responsibility 
Example of students‟ increased 
awareness of their role in community 
improvement and/or students‟ 
knowledge of civic institution 
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COMMUNITY CONTACT INFORMATION  

Name of Agency: ___________________________________________________________ 

Agency Representative: _____________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

Contact No.: _____________________  Email Address:____________________________ 

Location: (proximity to school): 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Service Learning Needs (ongoing/short-term): 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Learning Opportunities: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Date contact made: ___________________   Contact made by: _____________________ 

Follow-up information (record all calls, visits, etc.) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________
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SERVICE LEARNING                                                            

Establishing Curricular Connections:  Points of Entry 

 

1. Identify an existing program or activity to transform into authentic Service 

Learning. 

a. Identify an activity or project already existing on campus. 

b. Examine it for learning opportunities. 

c. Exchange resources 

d. Exchange resources and ideas with teachers, students, and community 

partners. 

 

2. Begin with standard curriculum, content and skills, and find the natural extension 

into service. 

a. Identify the specific content and skill areas to be addressed. 

b. Select an area of emphasis that supports or adds to classroom learning and 

addresses learning objectives or state standards. 

c. Look for additional learning opportunities in other subject areas. 

 

3. From a theme or unit of study, identify content and skill connections. 

a. Begin with a broad theme or topic, often with obvious service implications. 

b. Identify specific content and skill areas. 

c. Select a service application. 

 

4. Start with a student-identified need. 

a. Identify student skills, talents and interests. 

b. Students define a problem, a need, and solutions. 

c. Students lead implementation as teacher facilitates, adding learning 

opportunities. 

 

5. Start with a community-identified need. 

a. Community requests assistance, perhaps through an agency that has 

worked with the school before. 

b. Teachers, students, and community partners identify learning 

opportunities 
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SERVICE LEARNING                                                            

Establishing Curricular Connections:  Points of Entry 

 

Example No. 1 
 
Canned Food Drive 
Before students began bringing in cans of food, teachers integrated meaningful academic 
activities related to the food drive in their class curriculum.  Activities included studying 
nutrition, contact the receiving agency to identify what foods were needed, visiting a food 
bank, encouraging student leadership in identifying the quality and kinds of foods to be 
provided (in partnership with the agency), having math students graph the food collected, 
reading books related to hunger and homelessness, and demonstrating  other schools 
how to connect the canned food drive to academics. 
 
 
 

Example No. 2 
 
Learning History through Discussion with Elder Partners 
Teachers wanted students to be better informed about current events and to improve 
their listening and communication skills.  This led to a partnership with a senior center 
and weekly interactions between students and older adults.  Activities included studying 
recent historical events; learning about aging; practicing interviewing skills; interviewing 
older people t learn about their knowledge and experiences; collaborating on articles, 
stories, and photo essays; and displaying the results in the school and public library. 
 
 
 
 

Example No. 3 
 
The Individual’s Role in Society 
 
As teachers identified ways for students to learn about the individual’s role in society, 
they encouraged students to consider how they could participate in social action.  
Curriculum included reading nonfiction stories of contributions made by adults and young 
people to their communities, research the needs of local agencies, providing regular 
assistance to one of the agencies, and publishing an informative pamphlet on the agency 
for young people. 
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SERVICE LEARNING                                                            

Establishing Curricular Connections:  Points of Entry 

 
 

 

Example No. 4 
 
Transform an Empty Lot into a Community Garden 
 
At the beginning of a class, a student initiated a conversation about staring a community 
garden in an empty lot near the school.  The teacher guided the students in identifying a 
local government agency to contact about the property, conducting Internet research to 
find funding sources, partnering with special needs youth a the school t plant and 
maintain the garden, and donating the harvest to a local shelter. 
 
 
 
 

 

Example No. 5 
 
Tutoring/Literacy 
 
A school received a flyer inviting the students to participate in a community-wide book 
collection to benefit local youth service agencies and organizations.  Teachers in several 
grades collaborated on cross-age projects in which older students helped younger 
children to write and illustrate bilingual books on mutually agreed-on themes.  The books 
were donated to libraries, hospitals, and day-care facilities; and student representative 
served on a community committee regarding literacy. 
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SERVICE LEARNING                                                            

Establishing Curricular Connections:  Points of Entry 

Service Learning 

Personal Inventory 

 

Interests, skills and talents---we all have them.  What are they? 

 

Interests are what you think about and what you would like to know more about—for 

example, outer space, popular music, or a historical event like the Civil War.  Are you 

interested in animals, the movies, mysteries, or visiting faraway places?  Do you collect 

anything? 

 

Skills and Talents have to do with things that you like to do or that you do easily or well.  

Is there an activity you especially like?  Do you have a favorite subject in school?  Do you 

sing, play the saxophone, or study ballet?  Do you know more than one language?  Can 

you cook?  Do you have a garden?  Do you prefer to paint pictures or play soccer?  Do you 

have any special computer abilities? 

 

Work with a partner and take turns interviewing each other to identify your interests, 

skills and  talents and to find out how you have helped and been helped by others. 

 

Interests:  I like to learn and think about . . . 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Skills and talents:  I can. . .  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Being helpful:  Describe a time when you helped someone. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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SERVICE LEARNING                                                            

Establishing Curricular Connections:  Points of Entry 

 

 

Receiving help:  Describe a time when someone helped you. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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SERVICE LEARNING                                                            

Establishing Curricular Connections:  Points of Entry 

Taking Action in our Community 

 

Step 1:  Think about the needs in our Community:  Make a List 

 

 

 

 

Step 2:  Identify what you know. 

 

 Select one community need 

o What is the cause? 

o Who is helping? 

o What are some ways we can help? 

 

 

Step 3:  Find out more. 

 What do we need to know about this community need and who is 

helping? 

 

 

 

 How can we find out? 
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SERVICE LEARNING                                                            

Establishing Curricular Connections:  Points of Entry 

 

 

Step 4:  Plan for Action. 

 To help our community, we will: 

 

 

 

 

 

 To make this happen, we will take on these responsibilities: 

 

Activity Lead Timeline Resources 
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SERVICE LEARNING                                                            

Establishing Curricular Connections:  Points of Entry 

SERVICE LEARING PROPOSAL 

Student Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Teacher: _________________________________________________________________ 

School:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Number: _________ Cell Number: ____________Email Address:  ____________ 

Project Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Need—Why this plan is needed: 

 

 

Purpose—How this plan will help: 

 

 

Participation—Who will help, and what they will do: 

 Students: ___________________________________________________________ 

 Teachers:  __________________________________________________________ 

 Other Adults:  _______________________________________________________ 

 Organizations or groups:  ______________________________________________ 

 

Outcomes—What we expect to happen as the result of our work: 

 

How we will check outcomes—What evidence we will collect and how we will use it: 

 

Resources—What we need to get the job done, such as supplies 

 

Signatures:  _____________________________ 
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FOUR SQUARE REFLECTION TOOL 

 WHAT HAPPENED? HOW DO I FEEL? 

IDEAS? QUESTIONS? 
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Sequence for Reflection 

Use this document as a checklist and to record your own reflections. 

In preparation 

As the service learning process begins, find out what students know:  What beliefs and 

assumptions are already in place?  Where and how were they learned?  What do students expect 

to happen?  What do they expect to learn, and how do they expect to feel?  Depending on the 

situation, you may give students a thought or question to take with them into the service 

experience.  This may encourage them to be more observant or heighten their awareness of a 

particular need or action being taken. 

 

What happened: 

 

During Action 

Be observant.  What are the students paying attention to?  What comments do you overhear?  

What behaviors do you see?  You may make notes and refer to them later, during the reflection 

that follows the service.  During the on-the-spot reflection, students sometimes have insights or 

make recommendations that improve their experience and the impact of their contributions. 

 

What happened: 

 

 

Following Service 

Vary the reflection methods.  As students become more adept, ask them to design a reflection 

process for themselves and their classmates.  Before discussing the service, ask students to first 

write their responses to discussion prompts.  This can protect the integrity of each student’s 

experience and assure that everyone has something to contribute.  Have students draw upon 

their reflections during demonstrate of their service learning. 

 

What happened: 

 

 

 

Feedback: 

Provide nonjudgmental feedback.  If you may read journals, ask if you can write a response in the 

journal or on an attached piece of paper.  Listen well.  Ask questions.  Appreciate what is being 

revealed and discovered. 

 

What happened: 
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SERVICE LEARNING 

 

THE FOUR STAGES OF SERVICE 

LEARNING 

PREPARATION 
 

With guidance from their teacher, 

students: 

 

Identify the need; 

Draw upon previously acquired skills and 

knowledge; 

Acquire new information though a variety 

of means and methods; 

Analyze the underlying problem; 

Collaborate with community partners; 

Develop a plan that encourages 

responsibility; 

Recognize the integration of service and 

learning; 

Become ready to provide meaningful 

service; and 

Define realistic parameters for 

implementation. 
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ACTION 

 

Through direct service, indirect service, 

research, or advocacy, students take 

action that: 

 

 Has value, purpose, and meaning; 

 Uses previously learned and newly 

acquired academic skills and 

knowledge; 

 Offers unique learning experiences; 

 Has real consequences; and 

 Offers a safe environment to learn, 

to make mistakes, and to succeed. 

 

                REFLECTION 

 

During systematic reflection, the teacher 

or students guide the process using 

various modalities, such as role play, 

discussion, and journal writing.  

Participating students: 

 

 Describe what happen; 

 Examine the difference it made; 

 Discuss thoughts and feelings; 

 Place experience in a larger 

context; 
 

 Consider project improvements; 

 Generate ideas; 

 Identify questions; and 

 Receive feedback. 

 

        DEMONSTRATION 

 

Students demonstrate skills, insights, 

and outcomes to an outside group.  

Methods used might include: 

 

 Reporting to peers, faculty, 

parents, and/or community 

members; 

 Writing articles or letters to 

local newspapers regarding 

issues of public concern; 

 Creating a publication or Web 

site that helps others to learn 

from the students’ experiences; 

 Making presentations and 

performances; and 

 Creating visual art forms, such 

as murals. 

 

 
Source:  The Complete Guide to Service Learning, 

2004. 
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ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS  

OF 

SERVICE LEARNING 

 

 

ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS  

OF 

SERVICE LEARNING 

 

 

 

 

Integrated Learning 

 

Students learn skills and content 

through varied modalities; the service  

informs the content, and the content 

informs the service. 

 

------------------------------------------- 

 

Meeting Genuine Needs 

 

Students identify and learn about a 

recognize community need.  Student 

actions are valued by the community 

and have real consequences while 

offering opportunities to apply newly 

acquired academic skills and 

knowledge. 
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